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should be deemed objectionable, in order to appease the 
strife upon the subject which seems to have arisen in that 
Territory, [ recommend that the seat of government be 
either permanently or temporarily ordained by act of Con 
gress, and that that body should, ia the same manner, ex 
press its approval or disapproval of such laws as may have 
been enacted in the Territory at the place alleged to be its 
seat of government, and which may be so enacted until in- 
telligence of the decision of Congress shall reach them. 
' MILLARD FILLMORE. 
WASHINGTON, -fpril 19, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. LOCKHART, referred to 
the Committee on the Territories, and ordered to 
be printed. 


To the House of Representatives: 

Incompliance with the resolution of the House of the 31st 
ult., [ have the honor herewith to transmit a repert trom the 
Secretary of War, accompanied by the original manuscript 
report of Captain Thomas J. Crane, dated February 34, 
1844, on the best mode of improving the navigation of the 
Ohio river at the Falis of Louisville; together with the 
original map accompanying tlie same. 

MILLARD FILLMORE. 

Wasuineror, April 6, 1852. 

On motion by Mr. TAYLOR, referred to the 
Committee on Roads and Canals, and ordered to 
be printed. 

To the House of Representatives: 

In compiiance with the resolution of the House of Rep 
resentatives of the 18th instant, [ transmit a copy of the 
correspondence with John P. Gaines, Governor oi the Ter 
ritory of Oregon, relative to the seat of government of the 
said Territory. MILLARD FILLMORE, 

Wasutnoton, March 26, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. GAYLORD, referred to the 
Committee on Territories, and ordered to 
printed. 


To the House of Representatives : 

[ transmit herewith the report of the [nspectors of the 
Penitentiary of the United States, in the District of Colum 
bia, for the year ending 3lst December last. 


MILLARD FILLMORE. 
WasnincTon, April 2, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. FICKLIN, referred to the 
Committee on the District of Columbia, and ordered 
to be printed. 


To the House of Representatives: 

As a further answer to the resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the Sth of January last, requesting in 
formation in regard to a@ circular of her Britannic Majesty’s 
Secretary of State for colonia! affairs, in respect to the en 
couragement of the emigration of colored laborers from the 
United States to the British West India Isiands, [ transmit 
another dispatch addressed to the Depariment of State by 
the Minister of the United States at London. 


MILLARD FILLMORE. 
Wasuineron, March 25, 1852. 


On motion by Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, re- 
ferred to the Committee on Poreign Affairs, and 
ordered to be printed. 


To the Senate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America: 

At the close of the commission to adjudicate upen the 
claims of citizens of the United States, under the treaty of 
Guadalupe Hidalgo, [ directed a list to be made of papers 
which had been presented to that commission, and, pursu 
ant to the act of Congress approved 3d March, 1849, the 
papers themselves to be carefully arranged and deposited 
tor safe keeping in the Department of State. 
this necessary, as well for the interest of the claimants, as 
to secure the Government against fraudulent claims which 
might be preferred hereafter. A few days since, | was sur- 
prised to learn that some of these papers had been fraudu 


be 


lently abstracted by one of the claimants, and upon the case 
being made known to me by the Secretary of State, I refer- | 


red it to the Attorney General, for the purpose of ascertain- 
ing what punishment could be inflicted upon the person who 
had been guilty of this offense. [ now communicate to you 


his opinion, and that of the attorney of the United States | 
for this District, by which you will perceive that it is doubt- || 


ful whether there be any law for punishing the very grave 
offense of fraudulently abstracting or mutilating the papers 
and public documents in the several Departmeuts of this 
Government. It appears to me, that the protection of the 
public records and papers requires that such acts should be 
made penal, and a suitable punishment inflicted upon the 
offender, and I therefore bring the subject to your consider- 
ation, to enable you to act upon it, should you coneur with 
me in this opinion. MILLARD FILLMORE. 

Wasuineton, March 26, 1852. 

On motion by Mr. SWEETSER, referred to the 
Committee on the Judiciary, and ordered to be 
printed. 

The SPEAKER also laid before the House the 
following communications, viz: 

I. A communication from the Department of 
State, transmitting tabular statements, agreeably to 
an act of Congress of March 2d, 1819, regulating 
passenger ships and vessels; showing the number 
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| Treasury, showing that the appro 


I deemed all | 
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and designation of passengers that arrived in the 
United States from the 30th September, 1850, to 
the Ist January, 1852, compiled from the returns 
made to that Department by the collector of cus- 
toms; which, on motion by Mr. Seymour, was 
referred to the Committee 
ordered to be printed. 

il. A communication from the Treasury De- 
partment, transmitting from the Second Auditor’s 
office, copies of such accounts 
dered by 


on Commerce, and 


as have been 
j charged or intrusted with the 
disbursement and application of the money, goods, 
and effects, for the benefit of the Indians, for the 


ren- 
persons 


two fiscal years terminating, respec tively, on the 
30th June, 1850 and 1851, together with state- 
ments containing lists of the names of persons to 
whom goods, moneys, and effe 


‘ts, have peen de- 
livered within the same period, specifying the 
amounts and objects for which they were intended, 
&c.; which, 

On motion by Mr. Sweerser, was referred to 
the Committee on Public Expenditures and or- 
dered to be printed. 

Ill. Also, a communication from the Treasury 
Department, transmitting a report from the First 
Comptroller, covering copies of the correspondence 
between that Department and EE. Hamilton, Sec- 
retary of Oregon Territory, as require d by reso- 
lution of the House of Represe ntatives of the 18th 
ultimo; which, 

On motion by Mr. Sruarrt, was referred to the 
Committee on the Territories and ordered to be 
printed. 

LV. Also, a communication from the Treasury 
Department, transmitting a report from the Re 
gister of the Treasury, with a transcript of the 
accounts of Trenholm & Belt, for the printing 
executed in their names for the Senate and House 
of Representatives of the Thirty-first Congress, 
in compliance with a resolution of the House of 
Representatives of the 26th ultimo; which, 

On motion by Mr. Rossins, was laid on the 
table, and ordered to be printed. 

V. Also, a communication from the Treasury 
Department, transmitting, at the request of the 
Secretary of War, an estimate from the Commis- 
sary General of Subsistence for the service of his 
department for the fiscal year ending the 30th 
June, 1853, which he desires shall bé substituted 
for one for the same object transmitted to Con- 
gress at the commencement of the present session; 
which, 

On motion by Mr. Hovsron, was referred to 
the Committee on Ways and Means. 

Vi. Also, a report from the Secretary of the 
ations of the 
28th and 30th September, 1850, of $10,000 cash, 
made by Congress for locating the life-boats, &c., 
on the coast of the United States, had been ex- 
pended in pursuance of the law, under the direc- 
tion of the Life-Saving and Benevolent Association 
of New York, by authority of this Department, in 
building boat-houses, purchasing boats, life-cars, 
and other articles for the saving of life and prop- 
erty from shipwreck on the coast; and that many 
persons had been rescued from imminent peril by 
means of these boats being located at different 
points on the coast. The report asked for a fur- 
ther appropriation of $20,000. 

On motion by Mr. Seymour, it was referred to 
the Committee on Commerce, and ordered to be 
printed. 


VII. Also, a communication from the Treasury 


Department, covering a letter from the Secretary | 


of War, showing that a reduction of $525,522 52 
can be made in the estimates submitted at the com- 
mencement of the present session from the War 
Department, for the fiscal year ending June 30, 
1852; which, r 

On motion by Mr. Houston, was referred to the 
Committee of Ways and Means, and ordered to 
be printed. 

VIil. A communication from the Department 
of the Interior, transmitting, in obedience to the 
requirements of the 11th section of the act of the 
26th August, 1852, a list of the clerks and other 

| persons employed in that Department and its 
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ee 
bureaus during the last year, and showing the time 
employed, and the amount pa d to each; which, 

On motion by Mr. Canrrrer, was laid upon the 
table and ordered to be print d. 

IX. A communication from the Post Office 
Department, transnutiing, in obedience to the re- 
quirements of the 4th 
tion of the act to chan th organi 
Post Offi > partibent, at rere 


ually for the statem« 
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report tor the vear ]Ro] 
Mr. CARTTER. 


upon the table and 


portuon of 


| move that the 
that it be pru 


report he 
and | 


settied, 


ive 
notice that, when the printing question 1s 
| will move the printing of an extra number. 


Mr. ALLISON. 


motion ot the re 


i 
I wish to inquire whether the 
itleeman from Ohio {Mr. 
TER| Is not to print the 

Mr. CARTTER. ‘That was 


I stated that as soon as the 


CART- 
eport: 

my motion; but 
question of printing 
was settled, | would make a motion for the print- 


ing of extra co ies. | now make t mouon that 
one hundred thousand extra copi * the rt 
be printed. That is the num 

dered by the Liouse last year. 

The SPEAKER. Dy an ¢ rule of the 
House, any motion to print @Xtra copies must go 
to the Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CARTTER. Well, | make 

The »AKER. Does the ge 
to refer his motion to the Committ 

Mr. CARTTER. No; | move that hun- 
dred thousand extra copies of the report be printed 

The SPEAKER. 

Mr. HOUSTON. l understand that the 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio is t 


ypnress 


— 
eri 
one 


‘That motion is not in order. 
mo- 
but 


rule itself 


l order: 
he makes the 
refers the motion to the Committee on 
If the Chair ry. | will m 
refer the motion of the gentleman from 
the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. ‘The 
Committee on Printing. 

Mr. CARTTER. [| makea motion simply for 
the printing of a hundred thousand extra copies 
The reason why | do not move the reference to 
the Committee on Printing is, known by 
every one in the House, that the question of print- 
ing is, at this time, undi 

The SPEAKER. The proposition of the gen- 
tleman must go to the Committee on Printing, and 
the Chair will so order. 

Mr. CARTTER. if that is the operation of 
the rule, of course [ cannot object to it. 

The SPEAKER. The 
been the practice, but he is 

Mr. HASCALL. I! 
tion of the gentleman from Ohio, by adding after 
the word *“*hundred”’ the word ‘‘fifty,’’ so as to 
make it read one hundred and fifty thousand extra 
copies. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair hardly thinks 
that that be entertained. The 
proposition of the gentleman from Ohio 1s simply 
to print an extra number of copies, and under the 
rule it must go to the ¢ 
be considered and reported on. 
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Mr. CARTTER. 
what disposition has been made of my proposi- 
tion. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has decided that 
under the rule, the proposition must go to the 
Committee on Printing. The Chair does not 
remember what has been the practice of the House 
under that rule. 

Mr. CARTTER. 
been made? 

The SPEAKER. Such a motion has not been 
made. A motion to print extra copies having 
been made by the gentleman from Ohio, that prop- 
osition must go to the Committee on Printing. 
The Chair thinks, however, that it would be more 
regular that a motion to refer should be made. 

Mr. CARTTER. It appears to me so, and I 
move to refer the agricultural report to the Com- 
mittee on Printing, with instructions to report to 
the House in favor of printing one hundred thou- 
sand extra copies. 

The SPEAKER. Does the gentleman from 
Ohio propose to instruct the committee ? 

Mr. CARTTER. Yes, sir. 

The SPEAKER. Then the Chair is half in- 
clined to think that the motion must lie over for 
consideration, 

Mr. CARTTER. Then let it lie. 

The SPEAKER. It cannot be considered, in 
the opinion of the Chair, in the shape in which 
the gentleman from Ohio has proposed it. The 
gentleman from Ohio proposes to instruct the 
Committee on Printing to order certain extra 
copies to be yrinted, 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I suppose a motion 
to refer to the Committee on Printing is not in 
order, because it implies the power to vote down 
the reference, and the rule is absolute, that a mo- 
tion to print extra copies shall go to that com- 
mittee, 

The SPEAKER. The rule is imperative that 
every proposition to print an extra number of 
copies—no matter what the number—must go to 
the Committe on Printing What the practice of 
this body has been under that rule, the Chair does 
not remember; the rule is nota very old one. ‘The 
gentleman from Ohio proposes to instruct the com- 
mittee to order a certain number of extra copies 
to be printed, and the Chair thinks that that mo- 
tiow must lie over. 

Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order. 
This House cannot instruct the Committee on 
Printing, which is a joint committee. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair decides that the 
motion is out of order, It is not competent for 
this House to instruct that committee. 

Mr. CARTTER. Then 1 move that the report 
be laid upon the table and printed. 

Mr. FULLER, of Maine. I desire to arrive 
at the same result as the gentleman from Ohio, 
{Mr. Carrrer,]} and I would therefore inquire of 


Has any motion to refer 


the Chair if it would not be in order to instruct | 


the Committee on Printing to inquire into the ex- 
pediency of reporting that a certain number of 
extra copies of this report shall be printed, thus 
indicating to the committee the sense of the House 
on the subject? If it be in order, I will make that 
motion, 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks it is hard- 
ly competent for this House to instruct that joint 
committee. There is a joint rule which requires 
that all propositions to print extra copies shall go 
to the joint committee. That is under the general 
law. If, therefore, the gentleman submits a prop- 
osition to print an extra number of copies, the 
Chair must rule that that proposition must go to 
the joint committee under that joint rule, which is 
the law governing both Houses. 

Mr. HOUSTON. The gentleman from Maine 
will accomplish his object by making a simple 
motion to print an extra number of copies; and it 
matters not whether the number be ten thousand 
or one hundred thousand. That motion, under 
the joint rule, to which the Chair has correctly 
referred, carries the subject to the Committee on 
Printing. It is made the duty of that committee 
to take up the whole subject connected with the 
document and report to the House what number 
they think ought to be printed. 

The SPEAKER. hat was the precise mo- 
tion made by the gentleman from Ohio? 

Mr. CARTTER. My first motion was to lay 
on the table and print. 


The SPEAKER. That has been ordered. 


quent motion, 
The motion was withdrawn. 
Mr. HIBBARD. 1 move to print one hundred 


thousand extra copies. 


I would inquire of the Chair | Mr. CARTTER. I will withdraw my subse- 


| 


The SPEAKER. That motion, under the joint | 


rule, goes to the Committee on Printing. 

The following bill from the Senate was taken up 
in its order, and read a first and second time by its 
title, viz: 

An act (No. 157) for the relief of the securities of Elijah 
J. Weed, late quartermaster of marines, deceased.”’ 


Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee, moved to refer 


| the bill to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


Mr. DANIEL moved to refer the bill to the 
Committee on Claims. 
The question was first put upon Mr. Stanton’s 


motion; and, on a division, there were—ayes 12, | 


noes 32; no quorum voting. 
Mr. CARTTER demanded teliers; which were 
ordered; and Messrs. Fur.ter of Maine, and 


Sranron of Tennessee were appointed; and the | 
question being again put, there were—ayes 44, noes | 


not counted. 
So the motion was not agreed to. 


The question was then put upon Mr. Dantev’s 


motion; and it was agreed to. 


| tion of certain railroads in said State. 


So the bill was referred to the Committee on 


Claims. 


IOWA LAND BILL. 


The following Senate bill, coming up in its order, | 


was read a first and second time by is title, viz: 


** An act (No. 1) granting the right of way and making a 
grant of land to the State of Iowa, in aid of the construc- 


3 


Mr. CLARK. I move that 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state 


of the Union, and that it be made the special or- || 


| der for the second ‘l'uesday in June, and from 


lay to day thereafter until dispose d of. 
Mr. HOUSTON. 
that question? 
The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks that a mo- 
tion to make a special order is not in order, with- 


| out a suspension of the rules. 


Mr. CLARK. 
rules. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Weare acting under a sus- 
pension of the rules now. 


Mr. HIBBARD. 


Then | move to suspend the 


| striking out that part of it which proposes to make 


this bill the special order? 

The SPEAKER. 
motion to make the bill the special order for a par- 
ticular day is not in order. 

Mr. CLARK. 
reason it is not in order? 

The SPEAKER. The Chair must reply that 
the rules of the House do not allow it. 

Mr. CLARK. | ask for intormation, in order 


‘that | may know if | can make the motion so as 


to be in order. 
The SPEAKER. 


ing the Speaker’s table in the ordinary way under 


Is it in order to move to | 
amend the motion of the gentleman from lowa by | 


that bill be re- | 


Can we have a division of | 


The Chair thinks that the | 


I would ask the Chair for what | 


If we were engaged in clear- || 


the rules, it would be competent for the gentleman, | 


on Monday, to move to suspend the rules for the 
purpose he desires. But it is not in order now, 
for the reason that we are acting under a suspen- 
sion of the rules, and the Chair does not see how 


| it can well admit of a motion to suspend the rules a 


second time upon business on the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLARK. If we ave acting under a sus- 
pension of the rules, it does not exactly appear to 
me why my motion is not in order. 


The SPEAKER. 


We are acting under a sus- | 


pension of the rules, which enabled us to go to | 


the business on the Speaker’s table. 
Mr. HIBBARD. I move to refer the bill to 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the | 


Union. 


The SPEAKER. That motion has already | 


been submitted by the gentleman from lowa, and | 


that gentleman further submits a motion that the 


bill be made the special order for a particular day. | 


The Chair thinks, upon reflection, that the gentle- | 


man may move to suspend the rules for the pur- 


| pose of submitting the latter proposition. 


Mr. CLARK. Very well, sir; then I make 
that motion. 
Mr. FOWLER. Will it be in order to move 


_ to amend that motion? 


iF 


The SPEAKER. In what way? 
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Mr. FOWLER. By striking out what pro- 
poses to make the bill the special order for a cer. 
tain day in June. If it is in order, | will submit 
that motion. 

The SPEAKER. The motion is not amenda- 
ble, until itis before the House. The motion now 
is, to suspend the rules to enable the gentleman to 
submit that motion. 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. I desire to move 
that the bill be referred to the Committee on Pub. 
lic Lands, and I submit that whilst in the execy- 
tion of a special order, under a suspension of the 
rules, we cannot be arrested by another motion to 
suspend the rules. 

he SPEAKER. This motion to suspend the 
rules, is in connection with the business for which 
the rules were suspended and the order made, and 
the Chair thinks that we cannot well separate the 
motion proposed to be made by the gentleman 
from lowa, from the business before the body, 

Mr. STANTON, of Ohio. Would a motion 
to refer the bill to the Committee on Public Lands, 
take precedence of the motion to suspend the rules? 

The SPEAKER. It would not. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Let me inquire whether the 
motion of the gentleman from Iowa is an entirety, 
or whether there are two motions embraced in his 
proposition ? 

TheSPEAKER. They are separate and dis- 
tinct motions. One is to refer the bill to the 
Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union; the other is to make itaspecial order. The 
question will first be taken on referring the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. CLARK. My proposition, then, resolves 
itself into two motions? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. CLARK. Then I withdraw the motion, 
and move to refer the bill to the Committee on 
Public Lands. 

The motion was agreed to, and the bill was so 
referred. 

The following Senate bills were respectively 
read a first and second time by their titles and re- 
ferred as indicated below, to wit: 

An act (No. 33) for the relief of Mrs. E. A. 
MeNeil, widow of the late General John McNeil. 
[By Mr. Hissarp, to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. } 

An act (No. 152) for the relief of John F. Cal- 
lan, administrator of Daniel Renner, deceased. 
{By Mr. Coss, to the Committee on Claims.] 

An act (No. 153) to authorize T. H. McManus 
to enter by preémption certain lands in the Greens- 
burg land district, Louisiana. [By Mr. Ha t, to 
the Committee on Public Lands.) 

An act (No. 285) appropriating a sum of money 
for the completion, o@ the interment of officers and 
soldiers who died in Mexico, in the American 
cemetery near the city of Mexico. [By Mr. 
Cartrer, to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union.]} 

An act (No. 87) to grant the right of preémp- 
tion to settlers on the public lands known as the 
‘* Maison Rouge Grant,”’ and for other purposes. 
[By Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, to the Commit- 
tee on Public Lands.] 

An act (No. 158) for the reliefof Nancy Wright. 
[By Mr. Harais, of Tennessee, to the Commit- 
mittee on Invalid Pensions.] 

An act (No. 159) for the relief of Robert Jemi- 
son and Benjamin Williamson. [By Mr. Case, 
of Ohio, to the Committee on Claims. ] 

An act (No. 160) for the relief Nathaniel Kuy- 
kendall. {By Mr. Fautxner, to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads.] 

An act (No 166) to provide compensation to 
William Woodbridge and Henry Chipman, for 
services in adjusting titles to land in Michigan, and 
for other purposes. [By Mr. Sruart, to the 
Committee on the Judiciary. ] 

An act (No. 168) for the relief of Sarah Flinn. 
[By Mr. Harats, of Tennessee, to the Commit- 
tee on Invalid Pensions. } 

An act (No. 169) for the relief of Thomas D. 
Jennings. [By Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, to 
the Committee on Private Land Claims.] 

An act (No. 173) for the relief of John McRey- 
nolds, of Detroit, in the Stateof Michigan. [By 
Mr. Srvart, to the Committee on Commerce.]} 

An act (No. 177) for the relief of Samuel Bray. 
[By. Mr. Casext, of Florida, to the Committee 
on Commerce. } 
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An ac€ (No. 178) for the relief of Thos. Rhodes. || 
[By Mr. Rossins, to the Committee on the Post 
Office and Post Roads. ]} 

An act (No. 3) granting the right of way to the 
State of Missouri, and a portion of the public 
lands to aid in the construction of certain railroads 
in said State. (By Mr. Haut, to the Committee 
on Public Lands. ]} 

An act (No. 36) to authorize the State of Wis- 
consin to select the residue of the land to which | 








that State is entitled under the act of 8th of Au- || 


gust, 1846, to aid in the improvement of the Fox 
and Wisconsin rivers. [By Mr. Hatt, to the 
Committee on Public Lands.] 

An act (No. 108) making an appropriation for 
the erection of a marine hospital at Portland, 
Maine. {By Mr. Arp.ierton, of Maine, to the 
Committee on Commerce. } 

An act (No. 121) granting to the State of Ar- | 
kansas the right of way, and a portion of the pub- 
lic land, to aid in the construction of railroads in 
that State. [By Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, to 
the Committee on Public Lands. } 

A resolution (No. 23) to provide for straighten- 
ing the eastern boundary line of the naval hos- | 


sa lands at New York. {By Mr. Sranron, of || 


ennessee, to the Committee on Naval Affairs. } 
An act (No. 163) for the relief of G. Thomas | 
Howard. {By Mr. Bavty, of Virginia, to the | 
Committee on Foreign Affairs. ] 
An act (No. 181) for the reltef of William C. | 
Easton. {By Mr. Sweerser, to the Committee | 
on Military Affairs. } 


ghan. [By Mr. Howarp, to the Committee on | 
Military Affairs. } 

An act (No. 250) to divide the State of Ohio | 
into two judicial districts, and to provide for hold- | 
ing the district and circuit courts of the United | 
States therein. {By Mr. Newron, to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. ] 

An act (No. 39) to authorize the payment of | 


invalid pensions in certain cases. [By Mr. Har- || 


ris, of Tennessee, to the Committee on Invalid 
Pensions. ]} 


An act (No. 53) to compensate the owners of | 


certain military lands in the State of Kentucky, 
granted to the officers and soldiers of the Virginia 
State line of the army of the Revolution, which 
have been taken by paramount claims. [By Mr. 
Hatt, to the Committee on Private Land Claims. } 

An act (No. 271) amendatory of existing laws 
relative to the half dollar, quarter dollar, and half 


dime. [By Mr. Houston, to the Committee of || 


Ways and Means. } 
An act (No. 52) increasing the salary of the 
district judge of the United States for the district 





of New Hampshire. [By Mr. Hissarp, to the || 


Committee on the Judiciary. ] 

An act (No. 324) to enable the proper account- | 
ing officers to complete a settlement with Captain 
Henry L. Kinney. [By Mr. Howarp, to the | 
Committee on Military Affairs.} 

An act (No. 328) for the relief of Seneca G. 
Simmons. [By Mr. Jounson, of Arkansas, to 
the Committee on Indian Affairs. ] 


An act (No. 333) to change the name of Joseph || 


Lewis Breese, a midshipman in the Navy of the 
United States. [By Mr. Cuanpier, to the Com- 


i 
mittee on the Judiciary. j 


An act (No. 331) to grant to certain settlers on 
the Menomonee Purchase, north of Fox river, in 
the State of Wisconsin, the right of preémption. 

By Mr. Hatt, to the Committee on Public | 
ands. ] 

An act (No. 314) for the relief of James Jones. | 

By Mr. Rossins, to the Committee on Private | 
and Claims. } 

An act (No. 227) for the relief of Francis E. 
Baden. [By Mr. Harais, of Tennessee, to the | 
Committee on Indian Affairs. } 


| 
An act (No. 2) to grant to the State of Ohio the } 


unsold and unappropriated lands remaining in that | 
State. [By Mr: Sweersenr, to the Committee on | 
Public Lands. } 


Senate bill No. 162, for the relief of William A. | 
Christian, was next taken up, and read a first and 
second time by its title. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move that it be | 
referred to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I move that 
it be referred te the Committee on Claims. 





WILLIAM A. CHRISTIAN. | 


THE CONGRESSIONAL GLOBE. 


Mr. BAYLY. I[know the character of the bill. 
It concerns a purser in the Navy, was referred to 
that committee in the Senate, and I think ought to 


| go to that committee in this House. 


Mr. STANTON, I beg leave to say to the 
entleman that it does not go to the Committee on 
Naval Affairs more appropriately than did a bill 
which the House a little while ago referred to the 
Committee on Claims. I hope the House will be 


| consistent with itself, and refer it to the Commit- 


tee on Claims. 

Mr. COBB. I will say to the gentleman from 
Virginia, [Mr. Bayty,] and the gentleman from 
Tennessee, [Mr. Sranron,] that the Committee on 
Revisal and Unfinished Business have not a soli- 
tary bill before them; and if nobody else will take 
this bill, | presume they will not object to taking 


\\ it. (Laughter. } 


The question was first put upon referring the 
bill to the Committee on Naval Affairs, and it was 
not agreed to—ayes 31, noes not counted. 


The bill was then referred to the Committee on 


| Claims. 


WILLIAM SPEIDEN. 


Senate bill No. 217, for the relief of William 
Speiden, was next taken up, and read a first and 
second time by its title. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I would ask, from the pe- 
culiar circumstances connected with this bill, that 
it be put upon its passage. It is the case of a 
| purser in the Navy, who desires that his ac- 


|, counts may be settled before he goes to sea. I 


An act (No. 186) for the relief of Bryan Calla- } 


ask that the bill may be read through, for the in- 
formation of the House. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk. 

Mr. CARTTER. I would inquire if that bill 
does not make an appropriation? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr.CARTTER. Then we cannot put it upon 
its passage now. 

Mr. CHANDLER. I should be glad if we 
could get the bill upon its passage in some way. 
| I think it is a bill which demands our immediate 
action. 

Mr. CARTTER. I move that the bill be re- 
ferred to the Committee on Claims. 

The question was put and the motion agreed to. 


LAWS OF THE UNITED STATES. 

Joint resolution No. 15 of the Senate, author- 
| izing the purchase of the ninth volume of the Laws 
of the United States was next taken up and read 
a first and second time by its title. 


Mr. JENKINS. I hope that resolution will be 
put on its passage. I ask that it may be read for 
| the information of the House. 

The resolution was then read through. 

Mr. JENKINS. I would remark with regard 
to that resolution, that no officer of the House, nor 
any committee of the House, has a single copy of 
this ninth volume. And from the great incon- 
venience, not only to the committees of the House, 
but to the officers of the House, arising from the 
| want of this volume, I hope the resolution will be 
put upon its passage, and that it will be passed. 

{Cries of ** Move the previous question !’’] 

Mr. JENKINS. Well, I move the previous 
question. 

The previous question was seconded, and the 
| main question ordered to be put, and under the 

operation thereof the resolution was read a third 
| time and passed. 

Mr. JENKINS. I move that the vote by which 
the resolution was passed be reconsidered, and 
that the motion to reconsider do lie on the table. 

The question was put on the latter motion, and 

| it was agreed to. 

Senate bill No. 14, granting to the State of Ala- 
bama the right of way and a donation of public 
‘lands for making a railroad from Selma to the 
| Tennessee river, was taken up and read a first and 


| second time by its title. 

Mr. COBB. I move to refer that bill to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. I do not propose to interfere 
with my colleague’s disposition of that bill; but I 
would suggest that, inasmuch as all the other bills of 
that nature have gone to the Committee on Public 
Lands, the condition of his bill would be better if 
he would allow it to go there also. 

Mr. COBB. The condition of it will be bad 
enough any how, so far as our reaching it is con- 
cerned. 1, however, prefer that it should go to 





| appropriation bills, ihe 3d of h, 1 
| viso was inserted depriving Territorial officers, 


the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Well, I will not make any 
other motion, 

The question was then taken, and the bill was 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Senate bill No. 179, for the relief St. John’s 
church, in the city of Washington, was next taken 
up, and read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. POLK. That bill seems to be for a chari- 
table purpose, and I think we might as well dis- 
pose of itnow. I move to suspend the rules for 
the purpose of putting it upon its passage. 

The bill was read through by the Clerk for in- 
formation. 

The SPEAKER. The bill contains an appro 
priation, and must go to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. My own impres- 
sion is, that itinvolves an important legal question, 
and ought to be referred to the Committee on the 
Judiciary. My own opinion is, that as a church 
is not a corporate body we cannot transfer the 
land toit. I movethat itbe referred to the Com- 
mittee on the Judiciary. 

The question was put, and the motion agreed to. 


SALARIES OF TERRITORIAL OFFICERS. 


Senate bill No. 175, relating to the salaries of 
officers of the Territories of the United States, and 
to repeal the proviso in the act entitled ‘ An act 
‘ makingappropriations for the civil and diplomatic 
‘expenses of the Government forthe year ending 
the 30th June, 1852, and for other purposes,”’ ap- 
proved March 3, 1851, was next taken up, and 
read a first and second time by its tide, 

Mr. STUART. I move to refer that bill to the 
Committee on the Territories. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. I move to put that bill 
upon its passage. ‘The Committee on the Judici- 
ary have had a copy of that bill under its consid- 
eration, and they have instructed me to report it 
in the form in which it now stands. I hope the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr. Stuart] will with- 
draw the motion to refer to the Committee on the 
Territories, and allow the bill to be put upon its 

yassace. 

Mr. STUART. This bill has not been directly 
considered by the Committee on Territories, but 
incidently it has. It may have been considered by 
the Committee on the Judiciary. But I think it 
involves certain inquiries which belong exclusively 
to the Committee on the Territories—certainly ques- 
tions which are highly important to the Territo- 
ries themselves. ‘This question of how long terri- 
torial officers, and especially judicial officers, ma y 
be absent from our remote Territories, has become 
a very important one; and | think this measure, 
which proposes to change the law from what it 
now is, ought to be considered by that committee, 
and all the facts of the case ought to be brought 
fully before the House before any bill is passed 
upon the subject whatever. 

This provision, which it is sought to repeal, as 
I understand it, is a provision prohibiting these 
officers from leaving the Territory under certain 
restrictions; and among those restrictions is one, if 
I mistake not, which takes from these their pay. 
Now, the Committee on the Territories have a suffi- 
cient amount of evidence before them in regard to 
this matter to enable them to say to this House 
that at this time this very act is one fraught with 
a vast amount of evil; and before a change is made 
in the law as it now stands, or before any bill 
making that change is passed into a law, I think 
the matter should be fully investigated and fairly 
submitted to the House. I beg the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania [Mr. McLaxanan] to consider 
that I mean to show no disrespect to the Commit- 
tee on the Judiciary, when | say that this subject 
is much more legitimately under the jurisdiction 
of the Committee on the Territories than that of 
the Committee on the Judiciary, and [ trust this 
bill will take that direction. Inasmuch as a week 
is set apart for the consideration of territorial busi- 
ness—the third one in May—there is no danger of 
any delay that will be deleterious to the interests 
of the public. This business comes up as a special 
order, and can be acted on by the House at that 
time advisedly. 

Mr. McLANAHAN. In coving the general 
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who should absent themselves for more than sixty 
days, of all their salaries. This bill proposes to 
repeal that proviso, and in its stead proposes to 
enact that, if any officer shall be absent from the 
Territories without the leave of the President of 
the United States first obtained, or without after- 
wards furnishing to the President satisfactory 
proof that his abrence was necessary, shall not 
z receive, during said absence, the pay to which he 
3 would otherwise have been entitled to under the 
law. 

it is well known that the extraordinary circum- 
stances which occurred, within the last year, in 
the Territory of Utah, have induced two of the 
judges to desert their positions. It is impossible 
: for them, under the existing law, to ol)tain any 
compensation for any services they have rendered, 
or may render hereafter. ‘These judges thus re- 
main here unpaid, and it is impossible, under the 
circumstances, for them to receive any remuner- 
os } ation until they return to the Territory in which 
they preside. ‘The bill now before the House pro- 
vides for their payment for the time they are ab- 
sent. Whether they had sufficient cause to induce 
them to leave their positions or not, L will net now 
. ywretend to determine. If this bill shall become a 

hey. it will provide that they shall receive some 
compensation for the time for which they have 
; held their offices, As the law now stands, it 
¥ would be impossible for an appointee to return 
home to look to his family, or for any other pur- 
pose whatever, so as to be absent for more than 
sixty days, without being deprived of his entire 
salar y- 

Now, sir, the Judiciary Committee in the Senate 
had this bill under charge,and it passed the Senate, 
as ] have heard, with but one vote against it. A 
copy of the bill was informally handed to the 
Committee on the Judiciary of this House, which, 
after considering its provisions, instructed me to 




















































































































































































































i report in its favor; and it is for that reason, sir, 
that I moved the amendment I did to the motion 
, of the gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Srvarrt,] 








4 that this bill be now put upon its passage. It 
strikes me, sir, for the reasons I have suggested, 
as well as for the general propriety of the modifi- 
cation of this law, that this House ought at once 
to proceed to its consideration. 

Mr. SIBLEY. In reference to this subject, I 


















































propriation bill at the last session of the last Con- 











nessee, [Mr. Genrry,] and met my approbation. 
My own Territory had suffered so much from the 




















was willing to bring the subject, in some manner 
or other, to the notice of this House; and when 
that proposition was introduced here, it was passed 
without any serious opposition; indeed, almost 
unanimously. I have been spoken to frequently 
in regard to the operation of this law upon the 
more distant Territories. Iam not here to speak 
with reference to those Territories, nor have I any- 
thing to say in connection with the law referred 
\ to, except so far as the interests of my own con- 
5 stitnents are affected thereby. 

Now, sir, | have prepared an amendment to 
this resolution, which, if it is put upon its passage, 
in accordance with the suggestion of the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania, [Mr. McLananan,] would 
do away with the effect intended by that resolu- 
tion, and leave the enactment as it now is, making 
it, however, optional with the President of the 
United Siates, in case of absolute necessity, to 
excuse an officer for being absent more than sixty 
days. 








































































ing salary from any officer who is absent for more 
than sixty days from his Territory, without good 
cause can be shown for such absence, is a proper 
and just one. And I hope that that clause in the 
bill, uf it is now put upon its passage, will be left 
as it now is in the last appropriation bill. By the 
present resolution, if an officer is.absent from his 
post for sixty days or upwards during the same 
year, without permission of the President, he 
merely loses his pay for the time of his absence. 
The difference between the two is a very es:tential 
one, and I do not believe the provisions of the 
proposed resolution are sufficient to keep these offi- 


selves, 

Mr. HALL, (interrupting.) I suppose the gen- 
tleman understands this matter, and I wish to 
ask him if, according to his recollection, the abuses 





ee a reir 


HE CONGRESS! 





wish to state that the clause appended to the ap- | 


gress, was inserted by the gentleman from Ten- | 


absence of its officers, for months together, that I | 


1 think that the original proviso, withhold- | 


cers at home, if they have a desire to absent them- 











under the old law were not so enormous, that this 
House unanimously passed the provision which | 
this bill proposes to repeal? 

Mr. SIBLEY. | have just stated to the House || 
that this clause placed in the appropriation bili 
met with my approval, and that the abuses com- 
plained of were of so grave a character, as to de- 
mand some action on the part of Congress. 

Mr. HALL. I wish to ask the gentleman if he || 
finds that the provisions of the present law acts | 
injuriously upon the people of his ‘Territory ? 

Mr. SIBLEY. 1 reply. that so far as my own 
Territory is concerned, | do not believe that it 
does operate injuriously; but | am not prepared to 
speak for the people of other Territories, or of the | 
operations of that clause of the bill, within their | 
limits. 

Mr. HALL. I would ask the gentleman from 
Minnesota, if, so far as his knowledge extends, 
the present Jaw is not a beneficial one in its oper- || 
ation upon the ‘Territories? 

Mr. SIBLEY. I beg leave to answer the gen- 
tleman by repeating, that I am insisting upon that 
very fact. 1 do not wish any law of Congress to 
have a special bearing upon the officers of Minne- 
sota ‘Territory. Such action would justly be re- 
garded as reflecting upon them. I desire the offi- 
cers of all the ‘Territories to be included in the 
same category, and that they may all be subjected 
to the same penalty, for absenting themselves for 
more than a reasonable time from their posts. 

Mr. STUART. 1 merely wish to say, Mr. 
Speaker, that this subject of territorial officers, 
and of their conduct, especially those connected 
with the Judiciary, is one of much greater mag- | 
nitude than gentlemen may seem to suppose, from 
what has fallen from honorable members in this 
House to-day; and inasmuch as there is no evil 
to grow out of it by postponing it for two weeks— 
that is no considerable evil—when the House will 
be advised thoroughly of the whole effect of it, 1 
certainly think the reference which | have moved 
ought to be made. 

Now, | refrain purposely from expressing any 
views in regard to the conduct of these judicial 
oftlicers. I do not think that the sentiment of this | 
House should be affected by any previous annun- | 
ciation upon the subject. — [ will say that | have 
from the President of the United States, inciden- | 
tally, that this subject has given him more trouble 
than any other one that has come under his super- 
vision within the year. It is one of great magni- 
tude, and one which requires the attention of 
Congress. I insist, therefore, upon my motion; 
and for the purpose of determining the question, | 
as well as of preventing its consuming the time of 
the House, I call for the previous question. 

Mr. STANTON, of Tennessee. I trust the 
gentleman from Michigan [Mr.Srvanrrt] will allow | 
me to say a few words. 

Mr. STUART. So far as I am concerned, I 
have no objection to giving the gentleman an op- | 
portunity to make any statement. 
motion because it seemed to be the sense of the 
House. Ifthe House is disposed to hear the gen- 
tleman, I have no objection, and will withdraw my 
motion; but I hope he will renew it. 

Mr. STANTON. I will renew the motion. I 
do not see how this question requires the grave 
consideration, or at least the length of time for con- 
sideration, which the gentleman from Michigan 
[Mr. Srvart] seems to desire for that purpose. 

Now, sir, it is the simple question whether the 
officers of a ‘Territory shall be permitted to absent 
themselves for a longer time than sixty days; and 
in the next place, whether, if they do so, the Pres- | 
ident should not have the power to pay them their | 
salaries notwithstanding, where the circumstances 
would justify; or whether you should say peremp- | 
torily, and without qualification, that when an offi- 
cer does absent himself he shall not be paid, what- | 
ever may be the circumstances, aad however | 
urgent may be the cause which induced him to be | 
absent for that length of time. In regard to the 
statement made by the gentleman from Michigan, | 
{[Mr. Srvart,] in reference to the propriety of 
sending this partictlar bill to the Committee on | 
the Territories, the House knows, and every- | 
body knows, that the conduct of the judicial off- 
cers of the Territory of Utah, or the report of | 
those officers to the President of the United States, 
has been before that committee for a number of | 


| months, and they have not reported anything in 


regard to it. Those officers traveled from this | 


ONAL GLOBE. 


| that they shall be paid. 


|| Mr. STANTON. 


I made the |! 


May 3, 








portion of the country to Utah; and on their way 
to that Territory they were robbed by the Indians 
of all of their property, and even their very clothes 
were taken from their backs. When they got to 
that Territory they were virtually driven away 
and during the whole of this time they have not, 


| on account of the provisions of that law, been able 


to receive one dollar of their salaries. Ido not 
think this bill ought to be longer postponed. It 
should be put upon its passage at once. I think 
there is no provision in the bill that ean require 
more than a moment’s consideration, if it is under- 
stood. It proposes simply to change the operation 
of the former proviso, so as to put it in the power 
of the President to excuse officers from the opera- 
tion of that proviso. 

Mr. STEPHENS. I wish to inquire if the 


gentleman proposes that those judicial officers 


| who run away from the Territory ought ever to 


be paid their salaries? The object of this bill is, 
I give the gentleman no- 
tice that | am against it. Jam against paying any 
officer that runs away from the discharge of his 
duty. I not only would not pay them, but | 


| would have them discharged. 


Mr. STANTON. | take a view of this ques- 


| tion different from that taken by the gentleman 
| from Georgia, [Mr. Srepuens.] 
| cial officers of the Territory of Utah were forced 
| to leave. 
(and that no honorable man who regarded his 
| character would have remained there under the 
| circumstances. 


[ think the judi- 


I think that they had ne alternative left, 


Mr. STEPHENS. Did not one of the judicial 
officers remain there? 


Mr. STANTON. Yes; but he joined the Mor- 


|;mon Church shortly after going there, and was 
| placed in a position to remain there. 


But I con- 
ceive that the other gentlemen could not stay. 


They were foreed to go away; and I conceive the 
| President of the United States has searcely done 


| his duty in making no recommendation in relation 
thereto, and in taking no steps to maintain the 
laws in that Territory. If the gentleman from 
| Michigan [Mr. Srvart] insists upon it, I call for 
the previons question. 

Mr. STUART. Certainly 1 do. 

Then fant under the neces- 
| sity of calling for the previous question, as I am 
| pledged to do so. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I ask the gentle- 
/man from Michigan, [Mr. Srvuarrt,] that the mo- 
tion may be withdrawn. y 

Mr. STUART. I consent to it. 

Mr. STANTON. Then I withdraw the mo- 
| tion. 

Mr. JONES. I have but a few words to say 
upon this bill. It is composed of two sections. 
The first one proposes to enact, or rather to re- 
enact, what the second section proposes to repeal. 
The first one proposes to make as a permanent 
| law what is now the permanent law in the pro- 
viso which that second section proposes to repeal; 
and the first section, if I understand anything 


|| about this bill, is placed there as a pretext for car- 


| rying through the second one. 

Some gentlemen here say I am mistaken as to 
the effect of the first section. The first section 
| proposes to provide that no territorial officer who 
| shall have absented himself from the Territory for 
a longer period than sixty days, shall be paid his 
salary, except under certain circumstances. 

Mr. SIBLEY. This bill from the Senate pro- 
poses that if any territorial officer shall be absent 
‘in any one year for the period of sixty days, he 
shall not receive any pay for the time he shall be 
absent. There is an essential difference between 
this clause and the law of last year, which speci- 
fied that if any officer was absent for sixty days 
in any one year, he should receive no salary for 
the whole year. 

Mr. JONES. The gentleman must be mista- 
ken with regard to that proviso. 

Mr. SIBLEY. Iam not mistaken. Such is 
the construction given to it by the accounting offi- 
cers of the Treasury. 

Mr. JONES. The second section proposes to 
repeal that proviso, so that it would give to certain 
officers of one of the Territories their salary for the 
time they have been absent from the post of their 
duty, and, perhaps, for the whole year, if the con- 
struction the gentleman puts upon it is correct. 
Now, sir, I am opposed to paying officers any 
salary except for the discharge of the duty in- 
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trusted to them. If these officers left the Territory 


under circumstances which would justify their ab- 
senting themselves, they should have, when they 
returned with no intention of going back again, 
resigned their commission and allowed the appoint- 
ing power to select others. Then the laws of the | 
country might have been administered, and men | 
who discharged the duties received the salary. 
if these judicial officers have left the Territory under 
justifiable circumstances, some committee of the 
“House ought to take the subject into consideration, 
and report a bill providing for the payment of their 
expenses and such compensation as they are enti- 
tledto. But, here this bill makesa general provision 
covering ail of the Territories, and all their officers 
hereafter, when only one special case is to be pro- | 
vided for. In compliance with requests of gentle- 
men around me, I renew the call for the previous 
question. 


Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky. I think the 


passage of this law should not be interrupted by | 


an attempted a tegeee of its provisions to a 
particular case. ne proviso of the law of 1851, 
attempted here to be repealed, applies to the whole 
salary of the judicial officer, no matter what the 
eause of his absence may be fram the seat of his 
duties. It is not within the competency of the 
President of the United States or any other officer 
of the Government, to afford relief or to give leave 
of absence for any cause. And should an officer be 
absent from the Territory for sixty days, no mat- 
ter for what reason, his salary for the whole year 
is forfeited. That is manifestly unjust, and the 
first section of the bill is intended to remedy it. 
The remedy is applied in two ways. First, it 
only takes from him the salary pro tanfo—the sal- 
ary for the time which he was absent; and second, 
it affords to the President the right to give him 
leave of absence, and in which case deduction is 


not made from his salary at all. It brings upon | 


the Executive head of the Government the respon- 


sibility of judging of the validity of the cause for || 


which a party may be absent from a Territory. 
These are the simple provisions of this section. I 
think the repealing clause is manifestly just and 
proper, and thatthe true and fair basis is urged by 
the emendation of the law as afforded by the first 
clause. [do not see what the case of the Utah 
judges have to do with it. 

Mr. STUART. _ I wish to state to the gentle- 
man from Kentucky, that did I deem it proper at 
this time, [ could satisfy him beyond all question, 
that the effect of this law upon certain individuals 
is entirely wrong. While it is true certain other 
individuals ought to be, and [I trust will be, ex- 
empted from its effects, | think when the evidence 
is before this House, which ought to be, and can 
be, if the reference for which I have asked is 
made, it will be seen that there is a clear distinc- 
tion between the officers of the respective Terri- 
tories of this Government. Some of them ought 
to be relieved, and some of them have no pretext 
for it whatever. This law affects them indiscrimi- 
nately. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I take it for granted, that 
the first clause of this bill provides arule by which 
the President or Secretary of the Treasury will 
act hereafter. 

Mr. STUART. Hereafter, if you repeal that 
provision of the law which cuts off the payment 
of certain men now in office. 

Mr. MARSHALL. The salaries of such 
officers which have heretofore accrued, shall be 
paid, in the language of the proviso; and, on the 
contrary, if they have absented themselves even 
without cause heretofore, this second section re 
lieves them from the effect of the proviso; and the 
law for the future is established upon the basis 
suggested by the first section. 

Mr. STUART. There is no fault to be found 
with it, so far as the future operation of that law 
is concerned, but it affects cases which have passed 
by repealing this provision of the aw now taking 
away their salary. It affects them indiscrimin- 
ately; and for the purpose of benefiting a particu- 
lar individual who ought to be benefited, it con- 
fers the same thing upon others who have no right 
to it whatever. 

Mr. MARSHALL. I understand, Mr. Speak- 
er, the only case in point to which the gentleman 
refers, is that of the Utah judges. They now 
labor under the disability imposed by this proviso. 
They cannot now draw their salary, even for the 
time they did actually serve, and their absence, 
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whether with or without cause, operates as a for- 
feiture of all they didearn. I think that itis better 
we should withdraw this case beyond the action 
of the proviso, in order to remedy the injustice 
which the proviso certainly would work. A man 
starts with a judicial commission in his pocket. 
His destination is the Territory of Utah. It takes 
him ninety days to reach that destination. He 
serves nine months, and from some cause, whether 
sufficient or insufficient, he absents himself for the 
last sixty days. ‘The effect of the existing law 
would be, to forfeit his salary for the whole year. 
Is that fair, is it just, upon the part of the Govern- 
ment towards cen persons who have honestly 
earned ten months’ wages? And is it not better 
to repeal the proviso, than to let a law stand upon 
the statute-book, which operates such manifest 
hardship and injustice? Now, | do not pretend to 
go into the question about the Utah judges. | feel 
very much like the gentleman from Georgia, {Mr. 
| Srepuens,] that they should have remained at 
their posts. 

Mr. WEIGHTMAN,. With the permission of 
the gentleman, I will draw his attention, besides 
what he has been presenting to the House, to the 
inequality which the law works. The judges, or 
any other officers of the Territory of Minnesota, 
can avail themselves of this sixty days’ permis- 
sion. They can leave the Territery of Minne- 


sota, and transact business in various parts of the |, 


| United States, and return within the sixty days’ 
limit, Not so, however, with either the officers 
| of the Territory of Utah or New Mexico. In 
i respect to the officers of those two Territories, it 
| amounts toalmost an absolute prohibinon., ‘They 
| cannot for one day, or one hour, leave their place 
of business to go elsewhere, without a forfeiture 
of their whole year’s salary; for there is no place 
| to which you can go, out of the Territories of 
| New Mexico or Utah, from which you can return 
within sixty days. 

Mr.GENTRY.. 1 think it ts nota sound prin- 
ciple of legislation to repeala general law, the gen- 
eral effects of which are salutary, because of the 
occurrence of a case of individual hardship under 
it. All that has been said in this debate satisfies 
me of the propriety of referring this bill, that it 
may be subjected to the consideration of a compe- 
tent committee. [think a committee would, doubt- 
less, be able to present to the House something 

| better than the bill before us—perhaps something 
| better than the proviso in the appropriation bill of 
| 1851. That proviso was intended to correct a 
| very great abuse—an abuse so very flagrant, that 
| certainly some remedy was necessary. 

Mr. MARSHALL. It has been considered by 

| the Judiciary Committee. 

Mr. GENTRY. 1 was not in the House when 
the statement to that effect was made. lam not 
satisfied to vote for this bill. 

| Mr. McLANAHAN. This bill was infor- 
mally referred to the Committee on the Judiciary 
A copy of the bill, as it passed the Senate, was 
handed to me as chairman of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee. It was considered by that committee, and 
| was instructed to report favorably upon it. 
Whether or not we were competent to discharge 
that duty is left for others to judge. 

Mr.GENTRY. I beg the gentieman’s pardon. 
I was not aware that it had received the action of 
that committee; nevertheless, with all the respect 
which | have for that committee, | am not yet sat- 
isfied thatthis billought topass. It was a custom 
for gentlemen to persecute*the Executive here for 
months, to obtain office under this territorial gov- 
ernment; but so far from going to the scene of 
their official duties, and confining themselves to 
the performance of those duties, they were else- 
where. Why, inthe Territory of Oregon, sir, one 
of the judges of the supreme court was digging 
gold in California. Another was here inthe United 
States expending his entire time, to the utter ne- 
glect of the official duties which properly devolved 
upon him. It has grown the almost universal 
custom with these territor‘al officers, that they re- 
ceive their pay without pretending to perform the 
duties attaching to them in their official character. 
Now, all have incurred the penalties of the pro- 
viso of the appropriation law of 1851. Where 
sufficient cause is shown for absence, | believe that 
penalty ought not to apply; but Lam not willing 
to repeal the law to release them from the penalty. 

If there be cases of individual hardship under the 
| operation of this general law, let them be reme- 
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| mit before the passage of the bill 
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died by special acts, if they can be shown to have 


+ merit. 


Mr. McLANAHAN, [am sorry to jnterrupt 


the gentleman, but I agree with him in regard to 


| the cases which have already occurred. The law 
which the present one is intended to repeal, was 


passed on the 3d of March, 1837. It is but justice 
to the honorable Delegate from Minnesota {Mr. 


Sister} to state that he has an amendment which 


he exhibited to me, and which he intends to sub- 

| ll, which restricts 
its provistons to the jad res of the Territory of 
Utah. The question, therefore, will be fairly be- 
fore the House, whether, under the circumstances, 
this bill ought to pass for their relief. Its future 
operation has been sufficiently explained by the 
honorable gentleman from Kentucky, [Mr. Mar- 
sHALL,] and I myself have endeavered to show 
that the operation of the law of the 3d of March, 
1851, is unjust and oppressive. Leaving it here- 
after to the President of the United States, as we 
do by this bill, to say whether there is sufficient 
justification for an officer to leave the Territory, 
or, if he leaves without the permission of the Pre si- 
dent, he is to exhibit satisfactery evid 
President that he left under proper circumstances, 


Mr. GENTRY. I rather prefer to make, pro- 


ence to the 


vision in the law, absolute and imperative. Tam 
quite opposed to conferring this discretion upon 
the Executive, of giving leave of absence. The 
ofticers who can concentrate influence here upon 


which to obtain the office will, in n times out of 


ten, gather influence sufficient to obtain a remis 
sion of the penalty. 

Mr. L ANE. The gentleman from ‘Tennessee 
{Mr. Gentry] has stated a thing, which | was not 


iware, until this morning, had become current in 


i the country, that one of the jnedes of Orewon had 


absented himself for months and years, and that 
another was digging gold in California. Not one 
of the judges in Oregon Territory has ever en- 
eared in digging gold. One of them was abss nt, 
and did not return to the Territory. 

Mr.GENTRY. Was he in California 

Mr. LANE. Ne, sir. 

Mr. GEN rRY. Was he not the reon busine ss 
other than official? 

Mr. LANE. I do not know about that. I 
know that not one of them was engaged in dig- 
ging gold. 


Mr. GENTRY. I will remark, that such was 


the statement here, when this controversy was 
under discussion. Whether he was digeu roid 
or attending to other business than that is not ma- 
terial to the merits of the question. I was abou 
to remark when the gentleman fi 1 Oregon {| Mr. 


LANE] interrupted me, that | was quite opposed 


to conferring discretion upon the President to give 


leave of absence, or to say whether the penalties 


of law shall apply or not; because the same in- 
fluence which might procure an appointment would, 
generally speaking, procure suc] ce on upon 
these questions as suited the purpose of the mdi- 
vidual, to the neglect of the interests of the 'Ter- 
ritory. Iam utterly opposed to such policy. I 
shall support the motion to refer this bill, I think 
some legislation is demanded. Doubtless a law 
wiser and better matured in its provisions than the 
proviso to the appropriation bill of I851, can be 


offered to the consideration of this House, and 
unless some such proposition is presented, | shall 
vote against this bill. 

Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I imagine that 
this subject on such a day as th has been dis- 
cussed enough, and | now call the previous ques- 
tion, in order that we may get rid of the balance 
of the business on the Speaker's table. And I 
rive notice that I will not with w il 

Mr. LANE. I am orry the gentleman has 


stated he will not withdraw his motion. 


The previous q i@/stion Was se onded and the 
main question ordered, which was upon referring 
the bill to the Committee on the Territories. 

The question was then taken and agreed to, and 


the bill was so referred. 


Senate bill Vo. 1], ) providk ratri-mot? thly 
mail from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, via Tam- 
pico, and back, in steam-vessels, was next taken 


up, and read a first and second time by its ttle. 
Mr. McCORKLE. This bill,if Lam at liberty 
to state this much, simply provides that the Post- 
master General shall be authorized to contract 
with the lowest bidder for carrying the mails be- 
tween New Orleans and Vera Cruz. It is a mat- 
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The question was then taken, and it was so re- 


. . . i 
able extent, inasmuch as it will shorten the trans- || ferred. 


mission of mail matter to California some ten days. || 
The necessity for its reference is not important, | 
and I think that we can take it up now and act 


upon it. J move to suspend the rules for that pur- 
pose. 

Mr. FOWLER. I move its reference to the 
Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. McCORKLE. 

recedence of mine? 

The SPEAKER. It does. 

Mr. STUART. I demand the previous ques- 
tion; which was sustained, and under the operation 
thereof the bill was referred to Committee on the 
Post Office and Post Roads. 

Senate bill No. 248, entitled ‘‘ An act for the 
relief of Anna Norton and Louis Foskit,”’ was 
next taken up and read a first and second time by 
its title. 

This bill provides for pa ing to Anna Norton 
and Louis Foskit, the children and only heirs of 
a revolutionary soldier, the amount of pension 
which would have been paid to said heirs had his 
pension been continued from the 4th of March, 
1822, to the Ist day of January, 1828. 

Mr. HOWARD. 
Senate unanimously, and is for the relief of those 
persons who are in indigent circumstances; and it 
is a meritorious bill, I believe. 
by a short report from the Senate. 
rules be suspended and that the report be read. 

Mr. McNAIR. 
pass. I move that the bill be put on its passage. 

The question was then taken upon suspending 
the rules, and it was agreed to. 

Mr. CLARK. 
ence to this bill. 

Cries of ‘* Let it pass!’’ ** Let it pass!’’] 


Mr. HOWARD demanded the previous ques- | 
tion; which was seconded, and the main question | 


ordered. 

The question then being ** Shall the bill pass ?”’ 
it was taken, and decided in the affirmative. 

So the bill was passed. 

Mr. POLK. I move to reconsider the vote by 
which the bill was passed, and to lay the motion 
to reconsider upon the table. 


The question was put on the latter motion, and 


it was agreed to. 
RECESS PROPOSED. 


Mr. JOHNSON, of Arkansas. I ask the unan- 
imous consent of the House to introduce the fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be authorized and 
directed to have the Hall refitted and cleaned for the sum- 
mer session, and that the House adjourn on Thursday the 


13th day of May, until Monday the 17th of May, in order 
to allew the usual time for that purpose. 


Mr. JOHNSON. I will state to the House that 
this is the usual resolution, and that the middle of 
May is the usual time employed for that purpose. 

Mr. CLINGMAN., would inquire of my 
friend from Arkansas (Mr. Jounson] if we took 
that course two years ago? 
the gentleman whether it will not be better to let 
this matter go over until the first of June, as the 
Democratic Convention will then be in session. 

Mr. JOHNSON. This matter has been done 
frequently as early as the first day of May here- 
tofore. We shall find great inconvenience and 
discomfort if we leave the Hall as it is until the 
first of June. 


they can do so. 

The SPEAKER. 
resolution? 

Mr.STANLY. Iobjectto thattime. I would 
rather have the time in June, for the benefit of one 
or the other of the conventions, 

There being objection, the resolution was not 
received. 

The Senate bill No. 362, entitled** An act to 
= the right of way to the Ste. Genevieve Iron 

ountain and Pilot Knob Plank Road Com- 
pany,’’ was taken up and read a first and second 
time. 

Mr. HALL. This bill makes no appropriation 
of public lands. It grants simply the right to a 
plank road. 
passage. 

Mr. GAYLORD. I object, and move to refer 
the bill to the Committee on Public Lands. 


Does that motion take || 


It is a bill which passed the 
It is accompanied | 
I ask that the |! 


That is a bill which ought to | 


I have a few remarks in refer- | 


| had to do with foreign affairs? 
| upon that point is, that from 1804 down to this 


I would suggest to | 


I will not, therefore, make that | 
change myself, but if the House desire to make it 


Is there any objection to the | 


|| thirds can be got to suspend the rules. 


Task that the bill be put upon its | 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I beg to inquire of the 
Chair whether the order we are now acting under 
will enable us to go on until we have disposed of 


_all the business on the Speaker’s table, or whether 


it is limited to this day only in case the House 


|| should adjourn before it is all disposed of? 


The SPEAKER. It is limited to to-day. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then I wish to modify 
the order—to which, I presume, there will be no 
objection—so that we may continue at the busi- 


|| ness on the Speaker’s table until it is all disposed 
1] of. 


{Cries of ‘* Object!’’] 
FRENCH SPOLIATIONS. 
Senate bill No. 64, to provide for the ascertain- 


| ment and satisfaction of claims of American citi- 


zens for spoliations committed by the French prior 
to the 31st day of July, 1801, was next taken up, 
and read a first and second time by its title. 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. I move to reject 
that bill. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I move to refer it 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs. 

The SPEAKER. The Chair thinks the mo- 
tion made by the gentleman from ‘Tennessee, to 


| reject the bill, is first in order. 


Mr. JONES. 1 withdraw the motion. 

Mr. HIBBARD. I move to refer the bill to 
the Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union. 

The SPEAKER. The question will first be 
taken upon the motion to refer to the Committee 
of the Whole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. The question has 
been very frequently put to me, what that claim 
All | have to say 


time, that bill, when it has been voted upon atall, 
has been reported by the Committee on Foreign 


| Affairs, without a single exception, so far as I 
|| know. 
|| to give it that destination. 


Hence it is that I have made the motion 
I ask for the yeas and 
nays upon the motion of the gentleman from New 


| Hampshire, (Mr. Hissarp.] 


Mr. STANLY. If that bill goes to the Com- 
mittee of the Whole on the state of the Union, it 
will require a vote of two thirds to get it up again. 

[Cries of ** No it won’t!’’] 

Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. We can take it up 
at any time by passing over the business on the 
Calendar which precedes it. 

Mr. STANLY. I ask the Chair if I am not 
right in my supposition that it would require a 
two-thirds vote to take up that bill out of its or- 
der? 


The SPEAKER. It would require a two-thirds | 


vote to take it up out of its order. But it could 
be reached by moving to pass by the bills that 
stand in its way. 

Mr.STANLY. Yes; we should have to pass 
by all the other bills before we could reach it, and 
that is a moral impossibility. 1 hope, therefore, 
that the bill will not be referred to the Committee 


|| of the Whole on the state of the Union, but that 


it may go to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, 


| and have a fair chance. 


Mr. JONES, of Tennessee. In reply to the 
gentleman from Virginia, that this bill has always 
gone to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, I will 
merely remark that it has nothing to do with any 
foreigners at all. It is entirely and purely a do- 
mestic bill. 

With reference to what the gentleman from 
North Carolina says as to getting up this bill, if 
it goes to the Committee of the Whole on the state 
of the Union, I will say that if the bill is referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs, or to any 
other standing committee, when it shall be re- 


ported back here, it must go to the Committee of 


the Whole on the state of the Union, unless two 
The rule 
requires that all appropriation bills shall be re- 


ferred to the Committee of the Whole on the state | 


of the Union. 
Mr. STANLY. 
this bill. 


The yeas and — were then ordered on the | 


motion to refer the bill to the Committee of the 
W hole on the state of the Union. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, moved that the 
House do now adjourn. 





There is no appropriation in 











May 4 
Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, demanded the 

eas and wh 

Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia, called for tellers on 
ordering the yeas and nays. 

Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. Bayty, and 
Harris of Tennessee, were appointed. 

The question was then put, and the tellers re. 
ported—ayes 31, noes 70. 

So the yeas and nays were ordered. 

Mr. HARRIS, of Tennessee, withdrew the 
motion to adjourn. 

Mr. MARSHALL, of Kentucky, renewed it. 

And the question being put, on a division, there 
were—ayes 84, noes 56. 

So the motion was agreed to. 

And the House adjourned until to-morrow, at 
twelve o’clock, m. 


, 





PETITIONS, &e. 


The following petitions, memorials, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees - 


By Mr. MACE: The petition of Jacob Haines, William 
G. Montgomery, and 350 others, citizens of Montgomery, 
Fountain, Warren, and Benton counties, Indiana, asking 
for a post route from Crawfordsville to Oxford, via [ndepend- 
ence and Pine Village. 

By Mr. KING, ofeRhode Island: The petition of Josiah 
Chapin and others, officers of the Rhode [sland Society for 
the Encouragementof Domestic Industry, and of the Rhode 
Island Horticultural Society, praying for the establishment 
of an Agricultural Bureau. 

By Mr. KUHNS: The resolutions of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, relating to the Parker patent for cast-iron 
submerged reaction water- wheels, and in opposition to any 
further extension of said patent. 

By Mr. PENNIMAN: The memorial of Peter Farlick, 
asking relief for citizens of Salem, Washtenaw county, 
Michigan, on account of erroneous or false and fraudulent 
surveys of said township of Salem. 

By Mr. SCHERMERHORN: The memorial of Samuel 
P. Ely and 93 others, citizens of the city of Rochester, and 
the county of Monroe, New York, asking for free trade be- 
tween the United States and Canada. 

By Mr. HIBBARD: The petition of Patience Stone, of 
Plainfield, New Hampshire, praying for a pension. 

By Mr. DAWSON: The resolutions of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, in opposition to the further extension of the 
Parker patent for cast-iron submerged reaction water- 
wheels. 

Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, 
relative to the construction of a canal around the Falls of 
the Ohio river, at Louisville. 

By Mr. ROBBINS: A resolution of the Legislature of 
Pennsylvania, requesting their Senators and Representatives 
in Congress to oppose the further extension of the Parker 
patent for cast-iron submerged reaction water-wheels. 

By Mr. HENDIRCKS : The petition of citizens of Shelby 
county, Indiana, praying the improvement of the Ohioriver 
at the Falls. 

By Mr. MURRAY: The petition forthe establishment of 
a mail route from Ellenville, Ulster county, via Wood- 
bourne, to Liberty, Sullivan county, New York. 

By Mr. FULLER, of Maine: The petition of Benjamin 
F. Stinson and 40 others, citizens of Swan’s Island, ask- 
ing of Congress to make an appropriation for the erection 
of a light-house on Swan’s Island, at thé entrance of Old 
Harbor. 

By Mr. McQUEEN: The memorial of Thomas Shaw 
and others, of Georgetown, South Carolina, for buoys and 
beacons in Georgetown harbor. 

By Mr. PORTER: The petition of 56 citizens of Lincoln 
county, Missouri, asking the establishment of a certain post 
road. 

By Mr. KING, of New York: The petition of sundry in- 
habitants of the county of Lewis, New York, praying for a 
grant of jands to aid in the construction of a road from 
Sackett’s Harbor to Saratoga, in the State of New York. 





IN SENATE. 
Tuespay, May 4, 1852. 

Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Butter. 

The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- 
ate a communication from the ard, Department, 
in compliance with a resolution of the Senate, call- 
ing for information in regard to officers of the 
Navy receiving greater compensation than is pro- 
vided by the act of March 3, 1835. 

Mr. HALE. That communication is in an- 
swer to a resolution which I introduced, and I 
move that it be laid upon the table and printed. I 
wish to take this occasion to say, that the inform- 
ation which the Secretary of the Navy commu- 
nicates shows that the rumor upon which the call 
for that communication was based was unfounded, 
and that the abuse which it was intended to reach 
does not exist. I am happy to beable to say that 
there has been one rumor of abuse which was not 
well founded. 

The motion to lay upon the table and print was 
agreed to. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 


Mr. MILLER presented a petition, very nu- 
merously signed, of inhabitants of Ocean and 
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Shrewsbury townships, New Jersey, praying an | 
appropriation for the improvement of South 
Shrewsbury river; which was referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commerce. 

Mr. SUMNER. Mr. President, I hold in my 
hand resolutions of the Legislature of the State | 
of Massachusetts concerning the liquidation and 

ayment of the claims of American citizens for | 
Fesnth spoliations anterior to September 30, 1800. | 
In these resolutions the Senators in Congress are 
instructed, and the Representatives of the State || 
are requested to use their best exertions to procure 
from the Government as full and adequate indem- 
nities therefor, as though said claims still existed 
against the Government of France, and to aid by || 


all preper means the passage “4 any bill for the || 


speedy and equitable liquidation thereof; and his 
Excellency the Governor was requested to trans- 
mit copies of these resolutions to each of the Sen- 
ators and Representatives of the State and request 
them to lay the same before their respective 
Houses. As the subject referred to in these res- 
olutions has already been disposed of in this body, 
I do not ask for their reading, but simply move that 
they be laid on the table, and printed for the use 
of the Senate. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Mr. SUMNER also presented another series of 
resolutions from the Legislature of the State of 
Massachusets, concerning the construction of aship 
canal around the Falls of the Sault Ste. Marie, in 
the State of Michigan; which was read, and or- 
dered to be printed for the use of the Senate. 


DEATH OF HON. CHARLES ANDREWS. 


A message from the House of Representatives, 
by Mr. Forney, its Clerk, was received, commu- 
nicating to the Senate information of the death of 
the Hon. Cuaries Andrews, a member of the 
House of Representatives from the State of Maine, | 
and the proceedings of the House thereon. 


Mr. HAMLIN. [ask that the communication || 


from the House of Representatives may be read. 

The Secretary read it accordingly. 

Mr. HAMLIN rose and said: 

Mr. Presipent: The resolution which has just 
been read, informing the Senate of the decease of 
my colleague in the House, is but another admo- 
nition to us all, of the frailty of human existence. 
[t may, as it should, subserve a useful purpose. 
I am, indeed, forcibly reminded, as ic becomes my 
duty to pay a tribute to his memory, that, under 


the decrees of an inscrutable Providence, he might | 
have been spared to perform a like service to mine. | 


He came to this city, in November last, to dis- 
charge the duties of a Representative in Congress, 
which had been devolved upon him by a generous 
and confiding constituency. Il accompanied him 
from his home, and took rooms with him here. 
He was then in feeble health; but it was the hope 
and belief of himself and his friends, that a more 
genial climate than his home afforded, would re- 
store him to health. 
evident to all but himself, that the fatal disease, so 
prevalent at the North, and which allows of no 
mastery, was deep-seated upon him. Still, with 
a wonderful energy and signal fidelity, he con- 


tinued to discharge all of his various duties until | 


within about three weeks since, when, gradually 
failing in his strength, under the earnest solicita- 


tion of friends, he returned to his home in Maine, | 


where he expired on the morning of Friday last, 
in the bosom of his family. He was a few weeks 
more than thirty-eight years of age. He died from 
a pulmonary consumption, in the spring-tide of 
time—in the summer of his manhood, and has 
gone to that repose which must succeed the toil- 
some day of human life. : 
While he was in this city it was my duty, as it 
was my pleasure, to be with him much of his time, 
to aid him in his labors, to cheer him in his dis- 
tress, and to sympathize with him in his pain and 
trials. He endured his sickness with great forti- 
tude, and was sustained in a most remarkable 
manner by that delusive hope which seems always 
to accompany that disease. All that kindness and 
careful attention could do was done by al! his 


It, however, soon became | 


friends while he was here. Still, to me, and, I | 


may say, to all my colleagues, it is a matter of 
consolation to know that friends, and home, and 
wife, all contributed to cheer and alleviate his pain 
and suffering in the last days and heurs of his life. 
There is no place for those who suffer like home, 
and no hand to alleviate it like that of a wife. 


He was a man of vizorous intellect and great 
energy. The speech delivered by him in the House, 
at this session, on American intervention, ailords 
remarkable evidence of his energy—when it ts 
known, as it was to his friends, that it was pre- 
pared ander that state of disease which would have 
prostrated most men. Frankness and generosity 
were distinguishing traits in his character, serving 
to draw around him warm and ardent friends. 
Frankness and generosity may challenge our ad- 
miration, while they may even betray into difficul- 
ties from which cool, calculating prudence would 
escape. 

He was a member of the legal profession, and 
sustained a good reputation as an advocate at the 
bar in his native county, where he resided and 
practiced. He was eminently a self-made man. 
Without the aid of a thorough early education; 
without the aid of wealth, family influence, or 
other adventitious circumstances, few men in 
Maine, of his age, have shared more of public 
trust and confidence. He was three times elected 
a member of the Legislature, and once as Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. He was then 
the candidate of his party for a seat in the other 
House. Afterwards he was elected to the office 
of clerk of the judicial courts for Oxford county, 
which office he filled for the term of four years; 
a member of the Baltimore Convention in 1848, 
and of the National Democratic Committee, and 
again a candidate for, and elected to, the seat 
which he held in the House at the time of his de- 
cease. All his duties were discharged to the ac- 
ceptance of those who had conferred them upen 
him. Those public trusts, and the manner in 
which they were performed, convey a most appro- 


priate commendation of the man. They are facts 


which speak a eulogy to his worth and his mem- 
ory, more truthful and appropriate than [ could 
pronounce. 

** Leaves have their time to fall, 

And flowers to wither at the north-wind’s breath, 
And stars to set; but all, 
Thou hast all seasons for thine own, oh, Death!’ 

I mourn his loss as a sincere friend. The State 
is bereft of one of her distinguished sons. His 
constituents are deprived of the valuable and efli- 
cient services of an able representative. A wid- 
owed wife and orphan children weep, in a home 
made desolate, for the irreparable loss of a kind 
husband and an affectionate father. But into that 
mourning circle it is not my province to enter. 
Time, ** with healing on its wings,”’ will assuage 
their grief, and their reliance must be on ** Him 
who doeth all things well.’’ 

The House has paid a tribute to his worth, and 
manifested their appreciation of the man, in their 
resolutions which have been communicated to the 
Senate. I ask the Senate to join with the House 
in an expression of respect tor the deceased, and 
of sympathy for the surviving relatives, by adopt- 
ing the resolution which [ send to the Chair. 

The Secretary read the resolutions, as follows: 

Resolved, That the Senate receives with sincere regret the 
announcement of the death ofthe Hon. Cuartes ANDREWS, 
late a member of the House of Representatives from 
the State of Maine, and tenders to the relatives of the de 
ceased, the assurance of their sympuhy with them under 
the bereavement they have been called to sustain. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of the Senate be directed 
to transmit to the family of Mr. ANDREWs, a certified copy 
of the foregoing resolution. 


Mr. BRADBURY. In seconding the resolu- 
tions offered by my colleague, I desire to express 
my full concurrence in the just tribute of respect 
he has paid to the memory and character of the 
Sétanenh. 

Although my acquaintance with him was more 
recent than that of my colleague, Ll had yet known 
him long enough to appreciate his honesty of pur- 
pose, his energy and ability as a public man; and 
his kindness, generosity, and amiability as a citi- 
zen, a neighbor, and most of all in that family cir- 
cle, which must always mourn his loss. 

The resolutions were unanimously adopted, and 
on motion of Mr. Brappury the Senate adjourned. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tvespay, May 4, 1852. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. 
by the Rev. C. M. Butter. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. McDONALD obtained the floor. 
“Mr. COBB. I ask the gentleman from Maine 


Prayer 
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to yield, in order to allow me to make a motion 


which cannot be made unless made to-day. I 
move to reconsider the vote by which Senate bill 
No. 14, granting to the State of Alabama the right 
of way and a donation of public lands for making 
a railroad from Selma to the Tennessee river, wus 
referred to the Committee of the Whole on the 
state of the Union. 

Mr. POLK. I object. 

Mr. COBB. I beheve I have the right to make 
the motion. 

The SVU'EAKER. The gentleman has the right 
to make the motion, and it will be entered on the 
Journal. 


OBITUARY. 
Mr. McDONALD said: Mr. Speaker: | do not 


rise to make any motion in relation to the ordinary 
business of the House, but to perform the sad 
duty of bringing to its attention the recent death of 
one of its members 

The Hon. Cuan es Anprews, but a few days 
since in our midst, evidently greatly debilitated in 
body, yet strong in the belief that the mildness of 
approaching summer would impart new vigor to 
the springs of life, left this city on the morning of 
the 13th of April last, for his distant and loved 
home. 

By the last mail from the North the delegation 
from Maine received the afflicting intelligence that 
their colleague has been disappointed in his hopes, 
and died at his residence, on Paris Hill, sur- 
rounded by his family, on Friday ! 

Colonel Anprews, although comparative y a 
young man, had received many tokens from his 
fellow-citizens of their esteem and confidence. 

Educated a lawyer, he was called, when the 

duties of his profession were hardly begun, to rep- 
resent his town in the Legislature of the State. 
He was elected and served in that capacity for 
three consecutive years, and was chosen Speaker 
of the House of Repre sentatives during the last 
year of his service in that body. 
" Voluntarily retiring from the Legislature, he re- 
turned to the pursuit of his profession, but was 
shortly afterwards elected clerk of the judicial 
courts for the county of Oxford. 

When his official term expired, he declined are- 
election to that office, and resumed the active busi- 
ness of a counsellor within the courts. 

In September, 1850, his political friends elected 
Colonel Anprews a member of the present Con- 
rress: but here mustend their tokens of confidence 
and esteem, as he has been called to pass that 
bourn from which no traveler returns. 

It can hardly be said of our friend, that “a 
prophet is without honor in his own country,” 
for he lived and died in his native county. 

In all the various stations filled by Colonel An- 
prews, he fully met the measure of private and 
public expectation. 

The disease which preyed upon his system, and 
finally proved the master of his strength, prevent 
ed his active participation in the transactions of 
this body; but the character of his mind, his in- 
dustry and diligence in investigation, are strongly 
manifested in the elaborate speech on the subject 
of American intervention, which he prepared in 
this city during the very period of his illness, and 
published for the gratification of his constituents. 

In private life he was humbleand ardent—qual- 
ities which give type to character, making its ex- 
cellence more prominent, and shading, “‘ as with 
an angel’s wing,”’ its faults. 

Fer his family, let his example of charity in 
private, of zeal in doing good to others, of resig- 
nation under affliction, bud and blossom from his 
grave. 

For his fellow-citizens, and especially for the 
young men of his native county, let his successful 
and honorable life feed the flame of laudable am- 

bition within their bosoms. , 

For his fellow-members of this House, let his 
death admonish us of our mortality, and teach us 
the lesson, that every moment of time is a moment 
of mercy. 

In conclusion, Mr. McD. offered the following 


resol 


} 


utions: 


Resolved, That the House has heard, with deep regret, 
the announcement of the death of the Hon. Cuarties An 
Drews, late a member of the present Congress; and, from 
a sincere desire of showing every mark of respect dune to 
hix memory, will wear crape on the left arm for thirty days. 

Resolved, That the Clerk of the House be directed to 

| communicate a copy of these proceedings to the family of 
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the deccased ; and that, as a further mark of respect, the | 
House do now adjourn. 
The resolutions were unanimously agreed to. 
And the House accordingly adjourned. 





PETITIONS, &e. 

The following petitions, inemoriais, &c., were presented 
under the rule, and referred to the appropriate committees: | 

By Mr. STEVENS, of Pennsylvania: A remonstrance 
against any Congressional action in the Wheeling Bridge 
case. 

Also, a memoria! praying Congress to relieve the officials 
of Government from the violation of the Lord’s day by | 
secular employment. 

Also, the resolutions of the Legislature of Pennsylvania 
relative tothe Wheeling Bridge. 

Also, the petitions and documents of several assistant 
marshals, praying for additional compensation. 

By Mr. HARPER: The petition of Ebenezer Snsith, 
administrator de bonis non of the estate of Captain Thomas 
Cook, praying for five years’ commutation pay for services 
of suid Cook in the Pennsylvania Continental hine in the | 
war of tiic Revolution. 

By Mr. THURSTON : The memorial of citizens of New- 
port and Providence, Rhode Island, praying Congress to 
establish a line of mail steam-ships to run from Newport to 
the principal places in the world, } 

By Mr. WELCH: The petition of 18 citizens of Athens 
county, Ohio, for a post route from Coolville to Hibbards- | 
ville, in Athens. 

By Mr. BRECKINRIDGE: The memorial of Benjamin 
F. Williams, assistant marshal for the first district of Bour 
bon county, in the State of Kentucky, praying additional 
compensation for taking the Seveuth Census, 

By Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York: The memorial of | 
certain citizens of the State of New York, praying the erec- 
tion of certain lights to aid in the navigation of the Hudson 
river. 


| 
IN SENATE. | 
Wepnespay, May 5, 1852. 
Prayer by the Chaplain, Rev. C. M. Burer. | 
The PRESIDENT pro tem. laid before the Sen- | 
ate a report of the Secretary of War, in answer to 
a resolution of the Senate calling for information 
in relation to civil officers employed in the Terri- 
tory of New Mexico, while seller military gov- 
ernment; which was read, and ordered to be laid 
on the table and printed. 


PETITIONS, ETC. 

Mr. SEWARD presented the petitions of the 
heirs of Willis Clift, an officer in the Army of the | 
Revolution, and the heirs of Lemuel Clift, a captain 
in the same army, praying allowance for depre- | 
ciation on commutation certificates; which were 
referred tothe Committee on Revolutionary Claims. 

Mr. HALE presented the memorial of inbabit- 
ants of Lawrence county, Pennsylvania, praying 
thai the transportation of the mails on Sunday | 
may be prohibited by law, and that the employees 
of the Government may not be permitted to work | 
on that day, under penalties to be provided, where 
the public safety does not require it; which was | 
ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. FISH presented concurrent resolutions of 
the Legislature of New York, in favor of the en- | 
actment of a law making grants of land upon some 


equal and just principle of appropriation to all the |} 


States; which were read, ordere 
table, and printed, 

Also, the petition of the children and heirs-at- 
law of Major Godfrey Rinehart, of the revolu- | 
tionary Army, praying compensation for services 
rendered by their father during the war of the 
tevolution; which was referred to the Committee 
on Revolutionary Claims. 

Also, a memorial! of the officers of the United 
States steamer Missouri, praying compensation for 
Joss of clothing and other personal effects, by the 
destruction of that vessel by fire, in Gibraltar Bay; 


to be laid on the 


which was referred to the Committee on Naval || 


Affairs. 
Mr. SUMNER presented certain resolutions of 
the Legislature of Massachusetts, stating that 


Massachusetts deems it expedient and just that || 


Congress appropriate a portion of the public lands 
to establish and endow a National Normal Agri- 
cultural College, which shall be to the rural sci- 
ences what West Point Academy is to the mili- 
tary, for the purpose of educating teachers and 
professors for service in a!l the States of the Re- 
mublic; which were referred to the Committee on 
Dablic Lands, and ordered to be printed. 

Mr. BORLAND presented the memorial of 
tobert Mills, proposing a plan for a railroad and 
telegraphic communication to the Pacific ocean; | 


which was referred to the Committee on Public 
Lands 





| 
| 
| 








Mr. CASS presented a memorial of inhabitants } cers, asking for additional 
| of Michigan, praying that the transportation of the || the Mexican war, asked t 
mail on Sunday may be prohibited by law; which 


was referred to the Committee on the Post Office 
and Post Roads. 


Mr. MALLORY submitted additional docu- | 


ments in relation to the claim of Kennedy and 
Darling; which were referred to the Committee on 
Claims. 


Mr. PRATT presented resolutions of the Legis- 


lature of Maryland, in favor of an appropriation || 


for placing buoys in Pocomoke Sound, Tangier 
Sound, and the channels between Fox’s and 
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Watts’s Islands, and between Pocomoke and | 


Tangier Sounds; which were referred to the Com- 
mittee on Commeree. 

Mr. GWIN submitted a document in relation 
to the establishment ofa line ofsteam-ships between 
San Francisco and China; which was referred to 
the Committee on the Post Office and Post Roads. 

Mr. DODGE, of Iowa, presented a petition of 
citizens of lowa, praying the establishment of a 
mail route from Dubuque to Fort Atkinson, in 
that State; which was referred to the Committee 
on the Post Office and Post Roads. 


REPORTS FROM STANDING COMMITTEES. 
Mr. NORRIS, from the Committee on Patents 
and the Patent Office, to which was referred the 


petition of Thomas G. Clinton, and the memorial 
of P. H. Watson and E. 8. Renwick, submitted 


| a report thereon, and asked to be discharged from 


the further consideration thereof. ‘The report was 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. HAMLIN, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which was referred the bill for the relief 
of the legal representatives of Amos Proctor, re- 
ported it back, and asked that it be laid on the 
table; which was agreed to. 

Healso submitted a report on the subject, which 
was ordered to be printed. 

He also, from the Committee on Printing, to 
which was referred a motion to print the memo- 
rial of Robert F. Pinkney, a lieutenant in the 
Navy, reported in favor of printing the same; 
which was agreed to. 

Mr. BRODHEAD, from the Committee on 
Claims, to which was referred the following doc- 
uments and petitions, submitted adverse reports 
thereon, which were ordered to be printed: 

Documents relating to the claim of Captain 


George E. McClelland’s company of Florida Vol- | 


unteers; 

The memorial of John A. Rogers; and 

The petition of John W. W. Jackson. 

Mr. BORLAND, from the Committee on Pub- 
lic Lands, to which was referred the memorial of 


| the Legislature of Miszissippi, praying a reduc- 


tion in the price of the public lands in certain land | 


districts—the Augusta, Washington, and Colum- 


bus—asked to be discharged from the further con- 


sideration thereof; which was agreed to. 
Mr. ADAMS, from the Committee on Claims, 
to which was referred the petition of Samuel 


Noah, asked to be discharged from the further | 


consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


Mr. SHIELDS, from the Committee on Mili- | 


tary Affairs, to which was referred the petition of 
Charles B. Brower, late a lieutenant in the Army, 


_ dismissed by a court-martial, praying to be rein- 





| stated in his former rank, asked to be discharged 


from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of Charles Lee Jones, 
praying compensation for expenses incurred in 
raising and subsisting volunteers for the war with 
Mexico, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same commitiee, to which | 


was referred the memorial of the permanent clerks 
in the office of the Adjutant General, praying com- 
pensation for additional services rendered during 


the war with Mexico, submitted an adverse report | 


thereon; which was agreed to. 


He also, from the same committee, to which | 
was referred a communication from the Secretary | 
of War, transmitting Lieutenant Williams’s re- | 


port and survey of the Umpqua and Roque rivers, 
asked that it be laid on the table; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred the petition of William Gorham, W. 


| 


|| justice. 


May 








pay for bravery durin, 
| , o be discharged from the 
_ further consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 


| He also, from the same committee, to which 

was referred a resolution of the Legislature of 
Louisiana, praying that the corporation of the 
town of Baton Rouge may inclose and use as a 
cemetery a portion of the grounds attached to the 
barracks in said town, asked to be discharged 
| from the further consideration thereof; which was 
agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 
was referred certain resolutions of the Legislature 
_of New Mexico, instructing their Delegate in 

Congress to procure the passage of a law author- 
izing two regiments to be raised for the defense of 
| said Territory, and the establishment of arsenals 
therein, asked to be discharged from the further 
consideration thereof; which was agreed to. 

He also, from the same committee, to which 

| was referred the bill to provide for the better pro- 
tection of the people of California and Oregon, 
, asked to be discharged fronr the further consider- 
ation thereof; which was agreed to. 


MILEAGE OF DELEGATE FROM OREGON, 


| Mr. DOUGLAS, from the Committee on Ter- 
ritories, to which was referred the bill to rezulate 
| the mileage of the Delegate from the Territory of 
Oregon, reported it back without amendment; and 
asked that it might be now considered. 

The bill was considered as in Committee of the 
Whole, and, no amendment being offered, it was 
reported to the Senate, and the question was put, 
** Shall it now be read a third time?”’ 

Mr. SEWARD. I desire to have some expla- 
nation of the objects, and the necessity of that 
bill, before I can give my consent to it. 

Mr. DOUGLAS. The explanation which I 
have to give is very simple. The object of this 
| billis to put the Delegate from Oregon on the 
| some footing with the members from the Pacific 
coast. They travel the same route, and should be 
governed, in the payment of their mileage, by the 
same principle. This bill is designed to amend an 
act, passed in 1849, which placed a limit on the 
| mileage of the Delegate from Oregon, to which 
others are not subjected. 

Mr. CASS. Its object is to administer equal 


The bill was read a third time and passed. 


NOTICES OF BILLS. 


Mr. UNDERWOOD gave noiice of his inten- 
tion to ask leave to introduce a bill to repeal all 
laws allowing compensation to members of Con- 
gress, and substituting an entirely new system of 
compensation in leu thereof. 

Mr. SEBASTIAN gave notice of his intention 

to ask leave to introduce a bill for the holding an 

| additional term of the circuit court at Little Rock, 

Arkansas, and further defining the jurisdiction 
thereof, and of the district court. 


BILL INTRODUCED. 


Mr. MALLORY, agreeably to previous notice, 
asked and obtained leave to introduce a bill to 
establish a steam mail line between California or 
Oregon and Shanghai, with a branch to the Sand- 
wich Islands; which was read a first and second 
time by its title, and referred to the Committee on 
the Post Office and Post Roads. 


MEXICAN CONTRIBUTION MONEY. 


Mr. SHIELDS submitted the following resolu- 
| tion; which was agreed to: 

Resolved, That the Secretary of War be instructed to re- 
port to the Senate what further provision, if any, beyond 
what is contained in the act of March 3, 1849, for the set- 

| tlement of accounts connected with the Mexican contribu- 
tion money, is necessary to authorize proper and just coim- 
pensation to be made to persons not included in the above 
act for services connected with the collection, safe- keeping, 
and accounting for the said money, or other useful services 
rendered in relation thereto. 


HOUSE BILL REFERRED. 
The following bill from the House of Represent- 
atives was read a first and second time by its 


title, and referred to the Committee on Military 
Affairs: 


| An act for the relief of Osborn Cross, of the 
United States Army. 
BILLS PASSED. 


| The engrossed bill granting to the State of Wis- 
| consin the right of way and a donation of public 


L, Gothrop, and others, non-commissioned offi- || land for the purpose of locating and constructing 
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a railroad from Fond du Lac to Janesville, was 
read a third time; and, on the title being amended 
by striking out all after the word ** constructing,’ 
and inserting ‘‘ certain railroads in that State,’’ it 
was passed. 
The following engrossed bills were also read a 
third time and passed : 
An act for the relief of Ursula E. Cobb; and 
An act for the relief of Jim Capers. 


MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE. 


A messege from the House of Representatives 
was received by Mr. Forney, their Clerk, an- 
nouncing that it had passed an act for the relief of 
Anna Norton and Louis Foskit, and a joint reso- 
jution authorizing the purchase of the ninth volume 
of the laws of the United States. 

ROADS AND CANALS IN MICHIGAN. 

On the motion of Mr. FELCH, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bill granting to the State of Mich- 
ivan the right of way and a donation of public 
land for the purpose of constructing a canal or 
railroad across the peninsula of Michigan. 

This bill, it was stated, was in the established 
form, in which several bills for other States have 
recently been matured, with the exception of sev- 
eral amendments, to make the substitute proposed 
by the committee to conform to the model bill, 
which the Senate has sanctioned. The amend- 
ments were similar to those adopted a few days 
since, on the motion of Mr. Waker, ina like bill 
for the State of Wisconsin. 

The amendments to the amendment were agreed 
to; and the amendment of the committee as 
amended was then adopted. The bill was reported 
to the Senate, the amendments were concurred in, 
and the bill was ordered to be engrossed and read 
a third time. 

On the motion of Mr. FELCH, the Senate, as 
in Committee of the Whole, next proceeded to the 
consideration of the bill granting the right of way 
and making a grant of land to the State of Mich- 
igan, in trust for the Zilwaukie, Grand Traverse, 


and Mackinaw Plank Road Company, in aid of 


the construction of a plank road from Zilwaukie, 
on Saginaw river, to Grand Traverse Bay, thence 
to the Straits of Mackinaw. 

The bill was amended on the motion of Mr. 
Ferien, to make it conform to the bill which pre- 
ceded it. 

Mr. DAWSON. I desire to ask the Senator 
from Michigan if he has not changed the original 
conditions on which such bills have been hereto- 
fore passed. The usual course has been to give 
certain limited quantities of land, but the Senator 
has so amended the bill that it gives so much as 
will be convenient for the purposes of this com- 
pan They are to have what is convenient, ac- 
ae to the usual wants of railroad and canal 
companies; but who is to be the judge of what is 
convenient? 

Mr. FELCH. The location and survey of the 
road are to be made under the direction of the 
State authorities. They are to report to the Sec- 
retary of the Interior, and the report is to be ap- 
proved by him. The amendment which I offer 
wag proposed and adopted in the other bills of a 
similar character; and I now move it, so that this 
bill may conform to the others which have already 
received the sanction of the Senate. 

Mr. DAWSON. I beg to state to the Senator 
that, if | understand him aright, so many feet, not 
to exceed one hundred, on éach side of the road, 
were allowed by the original amendment; and now 
that is stricken out, and it is proposed to allow 
whatever may be convenient. That is to be de- 
cided by the State authorities, and reported by 
them to the Secretary of the Interior for his ap- 
proval; but as he will have no power to decide on 
the merits of the case, not having surveyed the 
land, he will be compelled to conform to the report 
of the State authorities. I see no necessity, my- 
self, for a departure from the course pursued here- 
tofore. 

Mr. FELCH. I preferred the other form my- 
self, but the Senate decided otherwise. The amend- 
ment now proposed was originally moved to an- 
other bill by the Senator from Massachusetts, 
(Mr. Davis,] who was opposed, I believe, to the 
main features of the bill, for the purpose of re- 
stricting the grant of land to a less amount than 
that proposed by the bill. 
the expressed wishes of the Senate. 


I merely conform to | 
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The bill having been reported to the Senate, and 
the amendments having been concurred in, was 
ordered to be engrossed and read a third time. 


THE DEFICIENCY BILL. 

The Senate resumed, as in Committee of the 
Whole, the consideration of the bill from the 
House of Representatives entitled ‘* An act to 
supply deficiencies in the appropriations for the 
service of the fiscal year « nding the 30th of June, 
1852,’’ the pending question being upon the amend- 
ment of the Committee on Finance to insert the 
following: 

For additional compensation for increasing the transport- 
ation of the United States mail between New York and 
Liverpool, in the Collins line of steamers, to twenty-six 
trips per annum, at such times as shall be directed by the 
Postmaster General, and in conformity to his last annual 
report to Congress, and his letier of the 15th of November 
last to the Secretary of the Navy, commencing said in 
creased service on the first of January, 1852, at the rate of 
$33,000 per trip, in lieu of the present allowance, the sum 
of $226,500. 

Mr. HUNTER. I regret very much to be con- 
strained to address the Senate again in relation to 


_this amendment; but the criticisms which have 


been made here upon my course, render it neces- 
sary for me to say something in self-defense. | 
know, too, what lies behind this amendment; I 
know that it is the avant courier, the pioneer, of 
a system; and I desire to expose the pernicious 
effects and tendencies of that system before we are 
committed to it. The responsibility of the debate 
which has arisen in relation to this proposition 
rests not on me, but on those who have forced the 
amendment, as I think very improperly, Mto this 
deficiency bill. I will, however, endeavor to make 
my remarks as brief as possible, and to be as con- | 
cise as may be consistent with the fair presenta- 
tion of my views to the Senate. 

What 1s this proposition? Some years ago, 
Coliins & Co. proposed to carry the mails between 
New York and Liverpool in fivesteam-ships. They 
proposed to carry the mails on certain terms, to 
which the Government acceded. They were not 
able to complete the ships within the time stipu- | 
lated, and asked an extension of it; we agreed to 
that extension. They asked for an advance of 
money to enable them to build the ships; and we 
made that advance. They asked to be relieved 
from one of the conditions, which required that 
they should employ naval officers as commanders 
and we relieved them from that condition. And 
now, when the Post Office Department had or- 


| dered them to increase the number of their trips 


from twenty to twenty-six, they come here, and 
say they cannot perform the service unless we in- 
crease the amount of compensation; accordingly, 
this amendment appears—an amendment that was 


| offered in the Committee on Finance by the Sen- 


ator from California, under instructions, as I un- 


| derstand, from the Committee on Naval Affairs. 


And what is the nature of that amendment? 
Why, it proposes that we shall give this line of 
steamers $33,000 per trip, being a large addition 
to the existing rate of compensation; and also that 
the sum of that compensation shall be $236,500. 
Now, what does this mean? Does it mean that 
we shall give $33,000 each for the whole twenty- 
six trips? If so, the additional sum is not $236,500 
but $473,000. Or does it mean that we shall give 
$33,000 per trip for the six additional trips? If so, 
the sum is not $236,500, but $198,000. Or does 
it mean that we shall give $236,500 in addition to 
what they now receive? If so, this provision in re- 
lation to the $33,000 per trip is mere surplusage. 

But, sir, I venture to predict, that if this appro- 
priation should pass, it will be so construed as to 
grant the company the whole amount of $33,000 
per trip, or something very like $858,000 per an- 
num. 

Mr. BADGER. I do not 
that the Senator should make vrediction as to 
what this amendment should L strued to mean. 
The amendment means to increase the compensa- 
tion foreach and every trip from $19,250 to $33,000. 
And if the Senator from Virginia will allow me to 
explain the reason why this sum is appropriated, 
I would say that it is necessary to pay, during 
the half fiscal year which expires on the 30th of 
June, and commenced on the first of January, the 
additional compensation upon the trips for which 
provision was made in a former contract, and the 
whole compensation for the additional trips agreed 
upon by the Postmaster General and the Collins | 
Company. So that there is no misunderstanding. | 


k it is necessary 


mLord Auckland, who, 
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It is to increase the whole compensation from 
$19,250 to $33,000 per trip. 

Mr. HUNTER. Theo if it is,as I supposed it 

s, to increase the whole compensation to $33,000 
per trip, let us see to what other consequences it 
will lead us. These twenty-six trips are part ofa 
schedule. The design is, that the Collins line and 
the Bremen and Havre lines shall alternate with the 
Cunard line, making in all fifty-two trips, or per- 
haps only fifty, the other lines running only twen- 
ty-four trips. So that the whole service is to be 
performed by these three lines. If we increase the 
compensation of the Collins line from $19,250 to 
$33,000 per trip, shall we not be compelled to in- 
crease the compensation of the Havreand Bremen 
lines atthesame rate? But l understand it is doubt- 
ful whether the contract for the Bremen lines will 
not expire in two or three months, that ia, on the 
first of July. I believe the Postmaster General has 
taken the opinion of the Attorney General on the 
subject. What that opinion is 1 have not heard 
Suppose it shall be determined that the contract 
does e xpire on the first of July, will they not order 
up these ships of the Collins line to take the other 
twelve or thirteen trips, at the rate of $33,000 per 
trip? So that we cannot tell to what an expense 
this amendment will finally lead. ‘This, however, 
we may anticipate with tolerable certainty, that 
we shall be compelled to raise the compensation 
upon the Bremen and Havre lines in the same pro 
portion that we raise it upon the Collins line. If 
so, the whole expense will be something lke 
$1,500,000 per annum, including that for the twen- 
ty-four trips to be made by the Havre and Bremen 
lines, from Southampton to Havre, and from 
Southampton to Bremen. So that when we make 
up our minds to increase the compensation for the 


Collins line, we must also expect to increase it 
upon the others; for, wih what justice can we 
grant it to one and refuse it to the other 

But on what pretense is it that we are asked to 
give this additional compensation to the Collins 
line? For you will observe that we have done all 
that we contracted to do; we have given all that 
we agreed to give. however, and says 
that unless you give him more than double what 
you contracted to give, 1t will be impossible to per- 
form the service. What is the pretense? Atone 
time, it was said thatthe British Government gave 
more to their line, and on that account we should 
increase the compensation for the Collins hne. So 
far from that being the case, I showed the other 
ds ay that the British Govsrame nt did not give quite 
414,000 per trip to the Cunarders; and | find that 
the compensation which is given to their most ex- 
yensive line, which is the one to the West Indies, 
is only three dollars per mile. I find they have 
made a contract with a line for carrying the mail 
to Brazil, by propellers, for two shillings and nine 
pence per mile—less than se venty cents. I find, 
also, that the whole expense of the British Gov- 
ernment for carrying the mail in steam- packets in 
1849—and she had then enough of them to encircle 
the world once each week in the ye ar——is only 
about £700,000 sterling. 

Mr. RUSK. When was that? 

Mr. HUNTER. The last report I saw was 
made in 1848. 

Mr. RUSK. The expense is £809,000. 

Mr. HUNTER. There may have been amore 
recent statement than that to which I have had 
access. The last that | saw was a statement from 


' . 
tie comes, 


l believe, was connected 
with the Board of Admiralty in 1848. Suppose, 
however, that the expense is £200,000 for the 
whole, it is only $3,840,000. Yet here is an 
amendment, which is to involve an expense, at 
least, of $1,500,000, for maintaining one line be- 
tween New York and Liverpool; with the ad- 
dition, to be sure, as I said before, of these trips to 
Havreand Bremen. They cannot, therefore, claim 
the additional compensation upon the ground that 
the British Government give more for any line 
which they have in their employment; for, so far 
as I can ascertain, they pay only three dollars per 
mile upon their most expensive lines, and the Cu- 
narders receive less. 

Mr. RUSK. Iam sure that the Senator does 
not wish to be in error in regard to the allowance 
made by the British Government to the Cunard 
company. The first allowance, before the Collins 
line went into operation, was £580,000 sterling. 
It was then increased to £145,000, immediately 


| on the Collins line commencing their trips. That 
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made the sum of $696,000; though I believe there 
was a difference of opinion between myself and 
the Senator from New Jersey as to the amount 
when rendered into American currency. I cal- 
culated the pound sterling at $4 80, and he rated 
it at $5; that made the discrepancy between 
$696,000 as calculated by me, and the $725,000 
as calculated by the honorable Senator from New 
Jersey. 

| have understood, as [I before stated, that an 
additional allowance to the Cunard line has been 
made, making their pay now £175,000 per annum. 
I believe itis correct. The authority from which 
I obtain this information is highly respectable; 
and besides, the British Government have shown 
that they conceived it to be a matter of import- 
ance by increasing the amount of compensation 
as soon as the Collins line began to run. So that 
the Cunard company receive, if my information is 
correct, $875,000 a year. 

Mr. HUNTER. Who was the authority for 
that statement ? 

Mr. RUSK. I received it from a respectable 
citizen of Washington, as coming from Mr, Liv- 
ingston, of New York. 
correctness, 

Mr. HUNTER. The Senator must excuse me 
if, upon this occasion,*1 do not accept hearsay 
testimony. If the fact be so, there are official doc- 
uments to show it; and, until they are produced, 
I shall continue to rely upon the information given 
us by our own Post Office Department, and here- 
tofore used by the Senator himself. I think I shall 
be able to show, before I have done, that we have 
already gone too far in acting upon tesumony de- 
rived from unofficial sources. 

But assuming that he is correct, that the British 


Government does pay £175,000 to the Cunarders, | 


it would be $840,000, a much less compensation 
yer trip than is proposed by this amendment to 
be paid to the Collins line. It would be still a less 
sum for fifty-two trips than it is proposed to pay 
Collins for twenty-six. I say, therefore, that there 
is nothing in the compensation granted by the 
British Government which would justify the ex- 
travagant allowance contemplated . the amend- 
ment. But itis said that, if we make this grant 
we shall be repaid by the postages receivable by 
the Collins line hereafter. To test this statement, 
let us see what we have already received during 
nearly two years, of which we have an account. 
I have here an account, made out at the Post Office 
Department, and according to thatstatement, which 
is signed by the Auditor, the entire receipts by the 
Collins line, from the 27th of April, 1850, to the 
Bist of March, 1852, amount to $373,337. 

As I explained before, the Collins line can be 
fairly credited with only two thirds of that sum, 
because, of the twenty-four cents paid upon each 
letter, the British Government receives three for 
inland postage, and the United States receives five 
cents for inland postage. 
the postage on each sea letter; and [ submit that all 
that the Collins line is entitled to by way of credit 
for postages, is sixteen cents each, for the sea let- 
ters. Five cents is to reimburse the Government 
for inland transportation, and it can in no manner 
be reckoned in favor of the Collins line. There is 
an item of $90,000 for closed mails, and $46,000 
for newspapers. These come by the Cunard, the 
Havre, Collins, and Bremen lines, to say nothing 
of the British closed mail which we carry to the 
Wrest Indies, and to credit the Collins line with 
one half the sum would be quite too large an esti- 
mate. The same may be said of the item of 
$46,858 for newspaper postage. But the amount 
to be credited in these cases must be conjectural, 
for there are no means of separating, at the De- 
partment, whatis brought by the Collins line from 
that which is brought by others. The one half 
of these two items, when added to two thirds of 
4373,337, the letter postage amounts to about 
$320,000. But wepay them $385,000 per year; so 
that we do not receive in the shapeof postages one 
doliar for every two which we have paid. And 
yet we are asked to pay more than double the 
amount of the present compensation, under the 
delusive hope that we shall be repaid by what we 
shail receive from postages. 

I know that the honorable Senator from Texas 
{Mr. Rusk] referred to our share of the receipts 
from the Cunard line, and introduced that as a 
sum to be credited to the Collins line. 


I have no doubt of its | 


Sixteen cents, then, is | 


How is | 
that to be done? Why do we receive anything | 


__ re 


was, 


by the Cunard line? We receive five cents for 


inland postage upon the letters which they bring. | 


We should | 


That is no credit to the Collins line. 
receive that if there were no Collins line, and no 
postal treaty. So that in no manner or sense can 
the receipts from the Cunard line be placed to the 
credit of the Collins line. 


for every two which we have paid out. But we 
are told that we have a right to hope that we shall 


GLOBE. M 


So far as actual receipts | 

| gO, it appears, then, from accounts rendered at | 

| the Department, that while we pay at the rate of | 
$385,000 a year, we have not received one dollar 


receive this back, because of the immense receipts | 


of the British Government from the Cunard line, 
before the Collins line began to run. 


sought for the authority for that statement, it 


turned out to be a statement made in a speech of | 


Mr. Thomas Butler King, upon the authority of 
he postmaster at Boston, who supposed that a 
certain number of letters went out from New York 
and from Boston, and supposed—what he could 


When I | 


know nothing about—that a certain number went | 
out from Canada to England; and who supposed, fur- | 
ther, without pretending to know or state the actual | 


price, that the Cunarders charged the same price 


for the transportation of letters which was charged | 


by the packets, 
he made an estimate, which I think I can show, 
from circumstantial evidence, was manifestly 
wrong. 
should have been any such receipts. 
Why, sir, according to that estimate, the British 


Government received from postages by the Cu- || 


nard line, during six years, a sum amounting to 


| $7,836,000, or something like $1,300,000 per an- 


/ num. 


Now, it appears from the statement of our 


| Auditors that the amount of receipts for postages 


for oe two years, from the 27th of April, 1850, 
to Mare 
this, onl 


line. dd two thirds of this amount to the 


And upon all these suppositions | 


It was manifestly impossible that there | 


1 Bist, 1852, is only $1,071,000; and of | 
two thirds can be credited tothe Cunard | 


$320,000 which was shown to be about the amount | 
received by the Collins line for the same time, and | 


you will find the entire receipts of the two to be 
but little more than half a million of dollars per 
annum. 


If that is the case, how is it possible that before 


the Collins line started, the Cunarders should have 
brought in $1,300,000 per annum? It is impossi- 
ble. Besides, | find in a report of a special com- 
mittee of the British House of Commons, in 1848, 
one of the members raised the question, and asked 
of Mr. Ward, who was connected with the Brit- 
ish Admiralty, ** whether it is not expected thata 
‘great part of the increased amount of the North 
‘ American line will be repaid to the public by the 


‘ increased receipts on account of postage?’? An- | 
| swer. 


‘* 1 know nothing of the receipts. I only 
* know thatthe payment is a very large one, and it 
‘appears asan annually increasing charge in our es- 
‘timates.’’ And Lord Auckland, in reply to the 
same question, stated that he did not know, he had 


been told that they probably did pay, but was not | 


aware of its being actually the fact. Evidently, 


| they had not the advantage of the estimates of the 


postmaster at Boston, or they would have been bet- 
ter informed. 


I find, also, that Mr. Anderson, a | 


| member of Parliament, stated, in 1849, that ** the | 


‘annual loss on the three great lines—the Noth 


| * American, the West Indian, and the Peninsular 


| would have been known everywhere. 
| statement is incredible. 


‘and East Indian—was £209,000 year.”? How, 


then, is it possible to believe that the Cunard | 
| steamers were making these large profits for the 


Government in the shape of postage? The fact 


I go further, however; 


But the | 


these parties prove themselves out of court, if it | 


be true that the Cunard vessels, in six years, pro- 


duced to the Government five millions more than | 


they cost. 
for the aid of Government to sustain them. It 


There was no necessity, in that case, ’ 


was a self-sustaining business, and the two Gov- | 


ernments ought not to interfere, but ought merely 
to make such mutual arrangements as would en- 
able them to run and receive what they make in 


| the shape of postage. If, in six years, they could | 


make $5,000,000 beyond their expenditure, in | 


postage alone, with what face can they ask for | 


other relief than an increased share of the postage 
made by themselves? If they had yielded postages 
enough to repay the Government advances, they 
would scarcely have required an increase of those 
advances, as their other business would have been 
somewhat proportionate to the income from this 





sissies al idea ay 5, 
source. Itis possible that the Cunard line which 
ran cheaper than the Collins, may have repaid th 
Government its advances, but it is utterly improb. 
able that they could have done much more tha, 
that, which, it must be observed, was less thine 
one half of what is paidthemnow. I say there « 
nothing in these statistics to justify the expects. 
tion that the Collins line will repay the allowanc 
back in the shape of postage. But I propose - 
examihe their own statement—for mark, sir we 
are called on to act here on ex parte testimony. I 
know nothing of the book-keeper who has ‘been 
mentioned, or of the elements of those calculations 
which have been sent here; but in order to test 
them, I went to the Bureau of Construction, and 
endeavored to procure a conjectural estimate of 
the cost of twenty trips of such steamers as Co). 
lins’s. I was referred to a young gentleman, Mr 
Isherwood, a chief engineer, as good authority 
upon these subjects. He made the estimate, and 
said that, without particularizing, or pretending to 
know what was actually upteied, yet, after cal- 
culating for all the sources of expense known to him 
and allowing one hundred and twenty-five passen.- 
gers per trip, the result was, that $300,000 a year 
would be an ‘‘outside estimate” for the whole cost 
of making twenty trips with those boats. In that 
estimate, he included large wages, and a large outfit 
for the accommodation of passengers, and he said 
| it was impossible to make a conjectural estimate 
reach a larger amount, on any data that the De- 
partment had in its possession. 

[ find it stated before the same committee of the 
British House of Commons of which I have be- 
fore spoken, by Mr. Williams, the manager of 
**the City of Dublin Steam-Packet Company,” 
that a steamer, to do a fair business, ought to make 
‘* twenty-four or twenty-five per cent. perannum”’ 
for the money invested in her. I presume he 
meant over and above the actual expense of run- 
ning her. 

He states it thus: ** We calculate eizht percent. 
‘ at least for maintenance, that is, the ordinary price 
‘for keeping the vessel always up in the most per- 
‘fect order; keep her in running for business. 
‘Some companies consider it should be ten per 
‘ cent.; we have found eight is sufficient. T should 
‘say the insurance alone would be five per cent., 
‘and there is the depreciation, which would require 
* at least four, six, or seven per cent., say four 
* per cent. at the lowest, the fund for replacing the 
‘ vessel, and six per cent. profit.”’ ** You consider 
‘the ordinary life of a working steam-vessel is 
‘about twenty years, do you not?’’ ** Yes, we have 
‘ vessels twenty years old in very fine order now.”’ 

Now, sir, if Mr. Collins received what he 
said he did, that is, independent of what the Gov- 
ernment gave him, the sum of $28,000 per trip, 
he received for twenty trips, $560,000. Adding 
the Government bounty of $385,000 per annum, 
and he would then be in the receipt of about 
$945,000. When you come to deduct the ex- 
pense of $300,000 a year, for which all these ships 
ought to be run, as I am informed, and allow 
twenty-five per cent., or one fourth of what ought 
to have been the cost of the vessel—yes, sir, even 
more—allow him $700,000 apiece, allow that the 
four cost $2,800,000, you will find that the twenty- 
five per cent. upon $2,800,000, the estimate for re- 
pairs, insurance, profits, &c., and the $300,000 
for making twenty trips, amount to a very little 
more than he now receives according to his own 
showing. 

Mr. RUSK. [dislike to interrupt the Senator, 
but I have a distinct statement here upon the sub- 
ject, which I have not derived from the informa- 
tion of aclera. If the Senator will permit me, I 
will read it. 


Mr. HUNTER. 








I suspect that I have seen it. 
I suppose it is published in the statement of Mr. 
Collins. 

Mr. RUSK. No, sir; it is a written statement 
| which is sworn to. 


Mr. HUNTER. I think it is the same that I 
am commenting upon, 


Mr. RUSK. I imagine not. 
Mr. HUNTER. Very well, let it be read. 
Mr. RUSK. It is as follows: 


New Yor anv Lrverpoot U. 8. M.S. 8S. Co., 
No. 56 Wall Street, New York, December 15, 1851. 
Statement showing the actual expenses and receipts of 
| the first twenty-eight voyages of the New York and Liver- 


|| pool United States Mail steam-ships, Atlantic, Pacific, 
|| Aretic, and Baltic: 





ae ee 






Expenses, Wages of Crew, and Provisions for same. 





Average of each voyage, as BDOVE.. cece eeeees 


512 8 

Fuel do do do cegeeeeceeees 5,01 

Repairs to machinery do do...... boneceen sabe 6 4,57] 90 
Do do extras, average as above.. 4,643 00 


Ordinary expenses, including carpenters and join- 
ers, port charges, sailmakers, light and dock 
dues, passengers’ provisions and waiters, and 


other necessaries, average as above.... 12,762 73 


eeeeeee 


Insurance, average on above voyages .....+++++ 8,904 64 
Interest do do do ceeeceeess 8,498 00 
Deterioration at seven per cent. per annum on do. 8,438 00 
Total...ccesecececerecceeces ccsevsescccccps Qeele SD 
Receipts. 
Passage money, average as above. §21 ,292 65 
Freights do..... abused avesta Vee . 7,744 20 


Mail money from Government do sane vo 0.908 8 


$16,928 74 





Deficiency average, pe VOYAge..+.+++seeeeees 


Mr. Ww. L. Youle, Secretary of the New York 
and Liverpool United States Mail Steam-ship Com- 
pany, swears that he 1s not interested in said com- 
pany, and that the foregoing statement is true. 

Me. HUNTER. That is substanually the same 
statement as that upon which | was commenting. 
I was aware that they had a statement, sworn to 
by their secretary. I do not mean to disparage 
his testimony. know nothing about it. 
know that the Government of the United States 
has had no opportunity to look into that evidence 
through its agents. 1 know that it is an ex parte 
statement. I do not know how it is, or why it is; 
the secretary cannot know whether these sums 
ought to be expended. It has been charged upon 


them that they run their ships at too great an ex- | 


pense. I know—and this affords the best means 
within my reach—for checking and correcting the 
calculation which proceeds from the parties inte- 
rested—that Mr. Isherwood, an engineer-in-chief in 
the Navy Department, a young gentleman appa- 
rently of science and ability, has given a very 
different estimate of the proper cost of running 
these ships. Il acknowledge that itis a conjectural 
estimate, but it is a conjectural estimate of one 
who is skilled in such matters, and I have no doubt 
that it is good for this: to show what the running 
of these ships ought to have cost if they had been 
properly managed and built. But I dwell upon 
this estimate because it brings me to another point. 

It is said that if you do not give this additional 


compensation to the Collins line, it will go down, | 


and we shall lose all chance of participating in the 
steam communication, or in the steam marine, 
which is to run between New York and Liverpool. 
On the contrary, | believe that if it were to go 


down, and if you were to advertise for steam-ships | 


to carry the mails, built without reference to the 
war feature, which, | think, I shall show is utterly 
unnecessary, we would get vessels as safe as the 
Collins steamers and as fleet, which would carry 
the mails, and which could be built for the sum of 
$500,000, and indeed less. Yes, sir; I am told 
that if they were to be only sixteen hundred tons, 
they would cost but $400,000 apiece. Mr. Liv- 


ingston—the same Mr. Livingston to whom the | 
Senator from Texas has referred—says, in a late | 


communication which I have seen, that if you had 
not required him to make them suitable for war 
purposes, he could have built his ships for less than 
what they have cost by $200,000 apiece—ships 
that would go as fast and have as much capacity 
as those he already had. Iam told that if these 
ships had been built plainly, such ships as the Col- 
lins steamers could have been, and ought to have 
been, built for halfa million ofdollarsapiece. Ifyou 


take them be ger that estimate, a will find that | without great expense, and then they would be inferior to 


| those designed solely for that purpose.’ 


what we have already given them, in addition to 
what they make, would not only pay the expense 
of running them according to the estimate, but 
that they would pay a profit largely above the 
twenty-five per cent., which the Englishmen say 
is all that is necessary to cover all the charges and 
to rebuild the ships, and an ample profit besides. 
So that, so far from losing an American steam 
marine; so far from losing our share of the car- 
riage of mails and the transportation of passengers 
and freights by steam between Liverpool and New 
York, if these Collins ships were out of the way, 
we should, on the contrary, probably raise up a 
set of steam-ships which would do the business 
upon self-sustaining principles. And I submit that 
it would reflect much more credit upon our legis- 
lation if we were so to manage these matters that 
the business should be done upon self-supporting 
principles, than if we were to do as is now pro- 


| ed—pay Mr. Collin’s losses upon a mere con- 
38,845 - | sideration of fleetness, merely to keep up a set of 


I only | 


| a great degree the artof uaval war. 








ships unfit for naval purposes, as I shall presently 
show, and which are unsuitable also for a com- 
mercial! marine. 

Now, sir, | propose to examine the pretense 
that they are fitted for war purposes; and | think 
I can, show by authorities, both American and 
English—not only by our own officers, but by 


| English naval officers—that they are not war 


steamers in any true and correct sense of the term. 
I begin with our own. What says Commodore 
Perry? 

Extract of a letter of Commodore M. C. Perry 
to the Secretary of the Navy, dated April 9th, 


1850: 


“The mail steamers of the contracts of Howland & 
Aspinwall, of George Law, and of E. K. Collins, can be 
easily converted into war steamers for temporary service, in 
cases of particular emergency. These vessels, with litte 
strengthening of the decks, can be made to carry each a 
few guns of heavy caliber, and may be rendered useful to 
convoy, in the transportation of troops, carrying dispatches, 


| conveying public functionaries, &c., &c.; but their service 


could ouly be contingent, and, as before remarked, tempo 


| rary. 


** The cost of converting them to war purposes would be 


| large, and in no respect would they be as jeconomical, or 
| in any way equal to vessels built expressly for Government 


service; nor should they, in my opinion, interfere in the 


| least with the organization and gradual increase of an eth 


cient and permanent steam navy. The use of steam ships 
in our future naval ‘operations must inevitably change tn 
Indeed, no one can 
imagine what changes will be effected, as well upon the 
ocean as upon the land, by means of the new agencies 
which have been more practically developed within the 
last quarter ofa century.”’ 


Extract from a communication to the Secretary 
of the Navy, dated April 20th, 1850, by Charles 
H. Haswell, Chief Engineer of the United States 
Navy: 

** With a large majority of the commercial ocean steam 
ers now built, the proportions, capacities, and construction 
of their hulls, and the design and arrangement of their en 
gines and boilers, are such as to render them incapable of 
efficient and economical war service, without incurring an 
expenditure in alterations and a loss of time that would not, 
except in cases of national emergency, be at all repaid 
by the ultimate durability of the hulls of the vessels in their 
ready transfer to, or in their economical performance of 


active service.”’ 


. , . 2 “They are so deficient in 


| stability, without the spars and armament of a naval steam 


er, that it is necessary to depress them beyond their intended 
limits, in order to effect their passages with the probability 
of security.”’ 
® ° ® * “ The steamers of Mr. Col 
lins’s line, now in progress of construction, will cost $550,000 
each. Yet the bvilers of these vessels, and all the other 
mail-steamers, are of iron, their hulls are not constructed 
of hive oak, and the vessels are without the spars, rigging, 
armament and equipment of naval steamers. ’’ * .— 
** The first mail steamers have proved inadequate to their 
service, from the insufficiency of their construction; and 
after but two and a half years’ service, and at a cust of re 
pairs and alterations exceeding their first cost, they are now 
incapable of any useful naval purpose; they therefore, an 
ignorance of their worthlessness existing, are estimated in 
our means of naval defenses; and when required for such 
purpose, the dependence would prove as disastrous to our 
national interests as their construction has been to our pro 
fessional reputation as constructors and engineers.” 


Extract from the report of Commodore Charles 
William Skinner, to the Secretary of the Navy: 


“7. What is the best instrument for propelling commer 
cial ocean steamers, the paddle-wheel or submerged screw ? 
and do these instruments require different models for the 
hull? 

Answer. The paddle wheel is generally considered the 
best instrument of propulsion, where speed is required; but 
for the purposes of war the screw would be preferable, and 
they do require different models. 

8. Do you consider commercial ocean steamers, as now 
built, convertible at once into war steamers, and capable of 


| efficiently performing war service? 


** Answer. They cannot be converted into war steamers 


Extracts from Mr. John Lenthall’s letter to 
Commodore C. W. Skinner, dated 18th of Febru- 


| ary, 1852: 


“1 would, in the first place, state, that there is some 
doubt whether a side-wheel steamer can be made into a 
war steamer of the first class. 

** The machinery of such a steamer should be placed be 


| low the level of common dangers from shot; and to enable 
| her to become a cruiser requires that she should be a per 
fect sailing vessel in all respects—not only in the power of 


the sail, but also in its position. The fullness of the ex 
tremities should be such that the motions of pitching and 
scending may be within moderate limits, and they should 
be able to support the heavy guns at their extremities, 
which are deemed essential to their armament. It is desir- 
able that they should be fast vessels, but they must be capa- 
ble of using as well as carrying their armament; and as no 
other quality can compensate fora deficiency in this, it be- 
comes a primary consideration.”’ 
* * . * * 7 


**The words ‘ suitable 
| for immediate conversion into steamers for war purposes,’ [ 
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l!a letter which 


| * for working against the head winds of the 
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understand to mean the state in which an actual ship of 
war would be if temporarily employed in carrying the mail 
or passengers. 

“ From the superficial examinations I had the opportu 
nity of making, these ships appeared in about the enine de 
gree of readiness for immediate conversion into steamers 
for War purposes as merchant ships, according to ther size 
and speed, are into frigates or other classes of ships of war 
possessing the advantages common to large Vessels of & ca 
pacity permitting, if required, the additional materials neces 
sary, and the armament and equipments required to be 
placed on board to make them war vessels,’” 


Extracts from a letter to the Secretary of the 
Navy, from Commodore M. C, Perry, of 18th of 
February, 1852: 


** It will be well, however, to premise that, under no cir 
cumstances, and at whatever cost, can a steam. vessel, bust 
expressly for the transportation of freight or passengers 
be made, in any manner, equal in convenience and emf 
ciency to a vessel origivaily intended for war purposes, 
even assuming that the materials of whieh th 
vessels are constructed are in all respects equal Aud for 
the obvious reason, that in the construction of & vessel of 
war, from the laying of the Keel, every part of the vessel is, 
in the progress of completion, made subservient to the ac 
commodation and arrangement of the armament, the sate 
keeping of the munitions, provisions, water, &c., and the 
berthing of the several classes of officers, and the crew; 
while in mail or packet steamers—in this country—no prep 
arations are made for any armament, the jo@enaity of the 
builder being alone taxed to render them extravagantly 
showy and best adapted for the accommodation of numerous 
passengers and the stowage of freight.” 

* * * * . * * 

* Question first. ‘ Whether the steam-shipa employed in 
‘the transportation of the United States mail, under con 
* tract with the Navy Departinent, or any other steam shipe 
a employed in the transportation of our 
‘in all respects, suitable for 
* steainers for War purposes, capable of carrying the arma 
‘ment or battery appropriate to the class specified tn the 
‘contract?’ 

‘In answer to the foregoing [first] question, [amo 
ion that they are not 


. * . . . 


respecuve 


nails, a 


convertion 


i o 
oreign . 


irhnediate ints 


Opin 
‘in all respects suitable 


** It should be taken into view that those mail steamers, 
if called into service as war vessels, would be considered 
as forming an auxiliary force to the regularly-constructed 
ships, and hence the impolicy of expending much money 
on them. The requisites of sound hulls and powerful en 
gines, with efficient armaments, should alone be considered, 
leaving superfluous ornament out of the question.” 


Extract from note accompanying the letter from 
Commodore Perry, of 18th February, 1852, from 
which the above extracts were taken: 

* The deterioration of ocean mail steamers, growing out 
of wear and tear and gradual decay, notwithstanding every 
possible repair, may be estimated at five per cent. per an 
num for live oak ships—perhaps a trifle les .’? 

[could go further, and produce you the same sort 
of testimony from other sources; but thatis enoug!} 
1 know the friends of the amendment rely upon 
Commodore Perry wrote, and 


which, I suspect, is to be interpreted into an opin 


i} jon that the ships might suit for temporary pur- 


poses—for transportation, and kindred services. I 
looked into the proceedings * of the special commit- 


| tee to which I have referred, raised in the British 


Parliament, in 1848, upon the subject of steam- 
ships, and I found there the same opinion ex- 


* Extracts from the “ Minutes of Evidence taken before the 
Select Committee on Steam Navy,”’ or dered by the Brit- 
ish House of Commons in 1849 
At page 73 of the printed report, is the testimony of Cap 

tain W. H. Henderson, R. N., C. B., as follows: 

741. “Do you think that vessels of that packet class, 

*‘ taking a superior class of vesse}s, might be made useful in 

* the case of war, for channel purposes and protecting our 

* const, and for looking out?’ * Very useful.” 

742. ‘* But not to supersede men-ot-war?”” “No; Leon 

* sider that they area different kind of vessel ; they are made 

Atlantic, and 

‘they are under-rigged, aod are not intended for sailing.’’ 
At page 81, same report, is the testimony of Captain H. 


| D. Chads, R. N., as follows : 


892. ** Do you think that they would supersede the use of 
* steam ships built expressly as ships-of war?” “T should 
‘apprehend that we should make a sad mistake if we at 
* tempted to do away with our own. I think that under 
‘no circumstances could you apply them as men of war, 
* strictly in the meaning of the term * men of war.’ ”’ 

893. ** You do not conceive that they are se well adapted 
‘ for fighting purposes, and for keeping company with fleets, 
* as ships that are built forthe Roval Navy?”’ “ [ apprehend 
* that they would be always required to be under steam, to 
* keep company with our fleet; | do not think, from their 
‘rig, that they have sufficient canvas to enable them to 
‘keep way with our vessels without steaming; that they 
* would be constantly under a certain portion of steam, con- 
‘ sequently their coals would be soon exhausted.” 

At page 89, of fame report, is the testimony of Rear Ad- 
miral Sir Charlies Napier, K. C. B., as follows: 

1015. ** Would you confine the use of those vessels to the 
‘channel, or would you make use of them by sending them 
* abroad into our Colonies ?”* “ | donot think they would be 
€ fit to go abroad with that fitting, which | think they ought 
‘to have at all times, because itis too late to begin to fit 
‘when the enemy is on your shores. 1 do not think they 
* would be fit to go abroad, because they would be too smal} 
‘ and as the greater number of large ones would be abroa 


| at the time, you would not be able to get hold of them.” 
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pressed by Captain Henry D. Chads and by Cap- 
tain Henderson, and by Admiral Napier, all of 
the Royal Navy. 
steamers could not supersede the war steamers, | 
and were not equal to them for war purposes. 
They all said that such steamers were not fit to | 
send abroad, and would burn out all their coal be- 
fore they could get abroad. But they said—what 
is true in their country—that they might be emi- 
nently serviceable for purposes of defense in time 
of an invasion—to defend the channel in case their 
country should be invaded. It is evident that this 
examination was made under great apprehensions 
of a French invasion, for their inquiries seemed to 
be directed to that contingency. Upon being 
questioned, in order to ascertain whether they 
could make war steamers out of those ships, Cap- | 
tain Chads said, that if they were strengthened, | 
fore and aft, so as to make them capable of carry- 
ing guns, they would lose the quality of superior | 
speed; and he intimated thata British war steamer 
was not much more valuable for the quality of su- 
perior speed, if she was not able to fightanything 
of her cost and size. Of what advantage was that 
to her, but to run away?—and was that a quality 
which was valued in a British steamer? Sir, if 
that is a quality which is not to be valued ina 
British steamer, [ would ask whether it should be 
highly valued in an American steam-ship of war? 

Now, if you will look to the testimony of Com- 
modore Perry, you will find that he had some 
ideas of the same sort, for he italicizes the words 
** for temporary purposes.’’ And why for tempo- 
rary purposes? You could not use them long. 
‘They would soon burn out their coal and use up 
their fuel. They could not carry guns enough for 
any extensive service. But they might be made 
eminently useful for channel defense in England, 
because im such a country, without very many 
forts, they could prevent for a while the landing of 
troops, and in such a case a check for a few hours 
might save infinite mischief to the country. 

‘They could carry armament enough, too, to 
wotect the coasting commerce against privateers. 
submit, however, that when you look at our 
pesition on the map of the world, and to that of | 


|| twelve feet longer than the Pennsylvania. They 


=\— 


They said that their merchant || 


| propeller. 
| this. 


are building for war purposes now none but screw- 
oropellers. I believe that it is the universal opin- 
10n of the Navy, certainly it is the opinion of oo 


|| officer of our Navy with whom I have conversed, 
|| that there is no other mode of using steam, which 
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is adapted to war purposes, except by the screw- 


Captain Halstead gives the reason for 
He says, to reduce the matter to an axiom- 
atic form, that she screws best with the aid of her 
sails, and sails best with the aid of the screw; 
while a paddle-wheel steamer paddles best with- 
out her sails, and sails best without her paddles. 


| In the one case the two are auxiliary to, while 


in the latter case the one mars the efficiency of 
the other. Another difference, as Captain Hal- 
stead says, is, that with a screw-propeller you 
can go to sea with a small supply of coal, and 
carry a large freight of other things, whilst with 
the side-wheel paddle, you have to go to sea 
with a large supply of coal and a small supply 
of other things. He says it has been proved in 
the merchant service, that the auxiliary screw- 
steamers can carry freight at twenty-two per 
cent. less than the others. He says, further, 


| that the expense of a ten-thousand horse power, 


with paddle-wheel machinery, would be £245,000; 


just one half that amount would be necessary if 


you use the screw-propeller. He says, also, 
that the very service for which the British are 
paying paddle-wheel steamers 12s. 6d., or about 
$3 per mile, to perform, was offered to be per- 
formed by screw-steamers at 2s. 9d. a mile; so 


| that the difference between the cost of employ- 


iengland, you will find that the circumstances of || 


the two countries are very different. We should 
want such steamers only for purposes of trans- 
portation. We might now and then need a swift 
sile-wheel steamer to bear dispatches. Wemight 
want them to transport our troops, and ordnance, 
and stores; but our own commercial marine would 
furnish steamers enough of that character. We 
should find no difficulty even if we did not give 
the bounties which are proposed inthe amendment. 

But, sir, f go further: I am authorized in say- 
ing, from all that I can see, and from all that I can 
learn, that it is now an admitted fact amongst pro- 
fessional men, that steamers with the paddle-wheel 
cannot be made efficient war-steamers—that the 
screw-propeller is the only mode of making a war- 
steamer which can be efficient. Thatis distinctly 
proved as the opinion of those English officers 
who were examined at the time to which I have 
referred. J have recently read a book of great 
interest, written by Captain Halstead, of the Brit- | 
ish Navy, in 1850, in which he demonstrates that 
fact. ‘The screw-steamer is superior for these rea- 
sons: 1. She can carry a whole broadside, which 
a paddie-wheel steamer cannot carry; 2. Her ma- 
chinery can be effectually protected from shot— 
and [am told that it was but last year, or the year 
before, that a British paddle-wheel steamer was 
disabled by a single shot fired from a slaver off the 
coast of Africa; 3. She can go to sea with a much 
less supply of coal, for she uses steam only as an 
auxiliary power to sails. She is capable of being 
built upon the finest models for strength and speed, 
which cannot be done with the side-paddle, be- 
cause the necessity of carrying the armament fore 
and aft impairs the force of the ship. 

The propeller thus having the advantage in all 
of these elements—that of carrying greater weight 
of metal, that of going to sea at less expense, that 
of fighting with greater safety, and of being built 
on a finer model—there can be no possible reason 
for supposing that a steamer with paddles would 
come into competition with a screw-propeller as a 
ship-of-war. The French, as I understand, are 
using the screw-propeller. The English are now 
using it, as auxiliary to sails, and applying it to 
their ships-of-the-line. 1 am told that they are 
now putting a screw-propeller in a ship which is | 





| duced some very curious results. 


ing screw-steamers and paddle-wheel steamers, 
was the difference between paying 2s. 9d. or 3s. 
4d. a mile, and 12s. 6d. a mile. I find, too, that 
in the examination, in England, in 1848, Lord 
Auckland says the English are using the screw- 
propeller* to a large extent, as an auxiliary power 
in the merchant service; and Mr. Ward said that 
they had answered perfectly, in the Holland trade, 
when they had been tried. He was asked in 
1848: **Are you aware whether it has become 
common in the merchant service to use the screw- 
propeller?’? He answered: 

*‘Ttis extending in the merchant service, and has pro- 
The experiments had 
been particularly successful in the case of those small 
schooners which are built for the trade with Holland, and 
then they seem to have succeeded completely. They have 


| engines which occupy only one seventh of the vessel, 


while the engines of the Blenheim oecupy nearly one third. 


| And they attain very considerable speed, eight knots, eight 


and a half Knots, and nine knots. The screw is never 
raised. The apertures are all immersed, and the voyage 
of two hundred and sixty miles, upon a long series of exper- 
iments, averages about thirty-six hours.”’ 


I was shown, this morning, a letter just re- 
ceived from Boston, from a gentleman of high 


authority and great experience in such matters, | 


who says: 

‘*My opinion is so strongly in favor of propelling with 
strong auxiliary steam, that I believe if two steamers were 
to be sent on a survey, or a naval cruise of any kind, the 
paddle starting to day, and the propeller being laid down a 


| month hence, atthe end of eighteen months the latter would 


| ‘eral commerce. 


j 
i 


be ahead in her work, at a cost fifty per cent. less! In 
short, the paddle must be constantly near the coal-yard and 


the machine-shop, while the other would be independent of | 
both.’ 


Indeed he says much to justify the opinion, 
that the screw propeller, as an auxiliary, is des- 
tined to make a revolution in the merchant service. 
It is a fact of which I have no sort of doubt. I 
was told, on Monday, at the Navy Department, 


that they had made a comparison of the log of the || 


‘* San Jacinto,’’ before her machinery broke down, 
with the log of the ‘* Saranac,’’ the ‘‘ San Jacinto’’ 
being a propeller, and the ** Saranac’’a side-wheel 


* Extracts from a work entitled ** The Screw-fleet of the 
Navy,’ by Captain E. P. Halstead, of the English Navy. 


He commends the adoption of serew-ships in the Brazil | 


mail service, for the following reasons: At page 87— 

* Because it is a principle which is capable of reducing 
* public expenditure, at the same time that it improves gen- 
Because it takes less out of the public 
‘purse, and puts more into private ones; while paddle pro- 


‘ pulsion draws very largely upon both; for, instead of car- | 


‘rying goods, the padille is compelled to carry coals only, 
‘and then it calls upon all of us to pay for the expense of 
* burning them.’ 

And again, he says, at page 89: 


“Tam not in error when [ state that the practical differ- 


‘ence between paddle propulsion and screw propulsion, 
‘that is to say, between large ships carrying large cargoes 
‘of coal and small cargoes of goods, amounts to this, viz: 
‘That the auxiliaries are able to make a profitable return 
‘upon freights which are twenty-two per cent. lower than 
‘those demanded by the full powered steamer.”’ 









steamer. The ‘* Saranac ? beat the ** San Jacinto” 
less than three per cent. in point of speed, w 
the superiority, in every other res 
the ‘* San Jacinto.” Captain Hals 
pp. 62 and 63: 

“Of armed vessels, the ‘ Terrible’ has been selected for 
comparison, because she is the most powerfully-equipped 
paddle-steamer in the navy, whether in guns, engines. or 
sails; and after carefully rejecting all distances performed 
when towing, when cruising, or when disabled in ma 
chinery, I find, from the special reports of the ¢ Terribje.> 
that she performed, in 1846, °47, and °48, a distance ¢ 
15,731 miles, and shows, for this period, a mean rate, or 
‘duty of ship,’ of 6.83 Knots per hour. This is a vessel} of 
1,847 tons, and 800 horse power, or with a proportion of one 
horse power to every 2.31 tons. But it must be observed, 
with regard to the armed steamer, that, unlike the sister 
ship in mail employ, she is required, for the sake of econ 
omy, to use her canvas whenever possible; and, of the 
whole distance completed by the ‘ Terrible,’ 6,277 miles, or 
forty per cent. of it, was performed under sail alone. 

** Now, we have seen that the two auxiliary vessels which 
have been quoted as standards, performed eighty-nine voy- 
ages in the year 1847, making good a distance of 45,548 
miles, and showing a mean rate, or ‘ duty of ship,’ of 8.25 
knots per hour.’? 

Again: he says it has been found, inasmuch as 
the screw and sails are auxiliary to each other, 
| that, instead of having to build them of clumsy 
moulds, as heretofore, these steamers can be built 
of the very finest forms. If I were to hazard a 
conjecture, | would say that I have no doubt the 
day will come when the screw propeller, as an 
auxiliary, Will be used with our fast clippers, and 
make the finest merchant ships in the world. [ 
say, therefore, that the Collins steamers are not 
| suitable for war purposes, not only upon this tes- 
_timony in relation to them, but upon other con- 
| siderations. 

Lomitted the testimony of Lieutenant Roberts, 
of the English navy, in 1848. He was asked 
whether the American steamers could carry guns? 
He said, no better than their own, and not quite so 
well as their own merchant steamers. I say, that 
these facts prove undoubtedly, that, according to 
| the opinions of all, or almost all, the professional 
| men of eminence, both in the British navy and in 
ours—and my friend from Florida [Mr. Matiory} 
tells me that such also is the practice and opinion 
in the French navy; it is considered that no other 
steamer is fit for purposes of war except the screw- 
propeller. So that if we are to expend the money 
which ought to be expended in the gradual increase 
| of the Navy in thus keeping up side-wheel mer- 
chant steamers, we will not only expend it in a ser- 
vice to which it will not be ultimately useful, but we 
take away a fund which is necessary, in order to 
' increase the Navy in a mode which will be useful 

to it, and which will enable us to exercise our offi- 
'cers. Why, what is our policy in relation to the 
Navy? We seek to maintain just such a Navy, 
and no more, as will preserve the police of the 
seas, so far as it is incumbent on us to maintain 
that police. We also keep up askeleton arrange- 
ment, capable of extension and expansion in time 
of war. To make that skeleton arrangement effi- 
cient, it is indispensable that we should have all 
possible means of exercising and training our 
| young officers. How can we do it, if we expend 

the money on steamers to be commanded by mer- 
chant captains? And that is the case, I under- 
| stand, with these Collins steamers. Ought we not 
| to expend the money which we can devote to 
such services upon war steamers of proper models, 
and with proper machinery, so that our officers 

may command them, and be exercised in a 
| steamer with all her appointments, and complete 
as to machinery, sails, and battery? 

I gofurther. I have seen rather a striking view of 
this question suggested by CommanderDupont, ina 
| Very interesting essay which he has written on our 

national defenses, and I find that, to some extent, 

the same view was presented, on an examination 
| before the committee of Parliament of which I 
| spoke, by the manager of one of the steam-packet 
companies. Commander Dupont says, that in 
time of war we should injure our commerce by 
withdrawing the commercial steamers, and after 
all, have ships not well suited for such a service, 
and that the alterations necessary to be made to fit 
them for war, would greatly impair their commer- 
cial capacities. 

The manager of the British steam-packet com- 
pany to whom I refer, when questioned by the 
committee of the British House of Commons as to 
the ability of his company to furnish their steam- 
ers, if there should be an invasion, for war pur- 
| poses, says, we could furnish a part of them; but 


hile 
ct, was with 
tead says, at 


of 
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it would bea very serious disadvantage to com- 
merce if you were to take them all away. Why, 
in time of war, the ships that we should want 
more than all others for commercial purposes, 
would be these steamers, which are fleet enough 
to run away from privateers, and might carry guns 
enough to protect themselves against them. So 
that, if you were to attempt to unite a naval and 
commercial marine in relation to steam—and you 
do not attempt it by vessels moved by sails, (and 
the same reason, it seems to me, should apply to 
both )—you will injure both; because if you attempt 
to make the vessels somewhat stronger and heavier 
for war purposes, in time ot peace, they will 
not be so well fitted for carrying freights and pas- 
sengers; and if, in time of war, you take these | 
steamers for military purposes, you would not 
have steamers so well fitted for that service, as if 

they had been originally constructed for war alone. 

I’ say, then, that so far as the clause requiring 
these steamers to be fitted for war purposes Is con- 
cerned, it is a humbug. I say that these ships of 
Collins are not suitable for war purposes, unless 
you discredit the testimony of all these officers. 
It is to be remembered that Captain Halstead was 
the officer appointed by the British Admiralty to 
try experiments between the relative powers of the 
screw and the side-wheel paddle steamers. I say 
you must discredit all this ee if you main- 
tain that the Collins ships, or any ships built upon 
that plan, are suitable for War purposes. They 

may be suitable for carrying supplies, and for dis- 

vatch vessels, but there is no necessity for Gov- | 
ernment bounties to secure them; we shall be al- 
ways able to command enough of them, from our 
conmmercial steam-marine. 

Then, upon what other pretense can these grants 

to the Collins line be sanctioned? Why, it is said 
that we make these grants for carrying the mail. 
I crave your attention a little while on this point. 
It isa principle in relation to our domestic mail 
arrangements, that we make the business of car- 
rying the mail pay for itself. We-will not extend 
it further than it can be extended when it supports 
itself. It is true that we have made lately an ex- 
periment in relation to cheap postage, and that it is 
yet doubtful whether in the first years it will repay 
or not; but it was done under the distinct hope and 
assurance, so far as assurance could be given, from 
conjectural estimates, that the receipts from post- 
ages would repay the cost of transportation after 
the rates were reduced. There may be some obli- 
gation to carry the mails here at home in our own 
country which cannot be otherwise supplied, at a 
greater cost, than the postage would repay; but 
there can be no obligation upen us to carry mails 
between our people and foreign nations at a great- 
er expense than will be repaid to us again. As a 
proof that it is not the mail service, but something 
else that is really moving us, I would ask, does 
any man doubt, that, if all the ships belonging to 
the Collins line were to be sunk to-morrow, the 
British ships would bring us the mail? Does any 
man suppose that, if we were to advertise and dis- 
pense with the unnecessary clause in relation to 
war purposes we would not have ships of our own 
that could be made suitable for carrying the mail, 
and suitable for commercial purposes? I have no 
sort of doubt but that in this mode, a steam sys- 
tem would be developed which would support it- 
self from the sienenll of postage and the natural 
profits of their mode without any other assistance 
from Government. 

In order to test this pretense in relation to car- 
rying the mails, I ask, who can doubt but the 
English would carry them for us? Suppose we 
did net believe that the effect of it would be to 
enable the English to build up their commercial ma- 
rine, but that they would only be able to sustain a 
few mail steam-vessels, and should we then think 
of interfering with them: would we not say that 
if they were foolish enough to do the business for 
nothing, or for rates that would not pay us to en- 
gage in the enterprise, they might do it. And cer- 


| protective tariff. 


| not the manufacturers say the same thing? 
| why should I pursue this branch of the argument 


orit is not. 


bounties; and that is the point to which I wish to 
bring the attention of the Senate. 

If, then, there is any faith to be placed in human 
testimony—in the testimony of experienced pro- 
fessional men—I think I have shown that such 
steamers as those of the Collins line are not fitted 
for war purposes. I have shown, also, that if we 
look at it as a mere post office matter, we cannot 
give these large sums which will not be re- 
paid in the shape of postages without departing 
from the practice which we pursue here at home, 
where we make the business of carrying the mail 
pay for itself. What other reason, then, can be 
given for it, except that of the establishment of a 
commercial marine? I say that itis building upa 
commercial steam marine by a system of bounties 
and monopolies to enable ‘these men, by money 
from the Treasury of the United States, to carry 
freights and passengers lower than other ships can 
carry them. I say that it is a system of bounties 
and monopolies, because, in addition to all that 
they make in the shape of postages, and from 
freights and passengers, they require this large 
grant from the Government to enable them to pro- 
cure a business which other individuals prosecute 
at their ownexpense. And thus ina large branch 
of the general business of the country you pro- 
pose to give them special advantages. [for this 
sum is to be given that they may thus be en- 
abled to carry freights and passengers lower than 


| other ships that might be called into existence by 


private enterprise for the same purposes, Now, 
can anybody show me an argument against thi 
protective system in any other form that does not 
apply to this? I know the Senator from Texas 
(Mr. Rusk] said that this word ‘* monopoly” has 
destroyed many a good thing. I do not know 
what it has destroyed in this country. It was 
used against the United States Bank. I suppose 
the Senator does not regret its use in connection 
with that institution. It was used in relation toa 
I know he does not regret it in 
connection with that. Then I know of nothing 
else which this term has ever been used to attack. 
I say that all the objections which apply to a pro- 
tective tariff, as I showed the other day, applied 
to this system. You propose to give these ves- 
sels a bounty from the Government to enable them 


| to carry freights and passengers at lower rates 


than vessels which rely upon their own resources, 
It is true, they say, that the British protect their 
vessels, and therefore we must protect ours. Do 
) 

rut 


any further? The truth of what I say is obvious 
upon its face. Now, I say that the answer to all 
these appeals should be the same that is given in 
relation to the tariff. The business will either 
pay or it will not pay. It is either self-sustaining 
If it will pay, it is self-sustaining; 
we believe that our people are not afraid of com- 
petition, but that they will be as able to take a 
share of it as anybody. If it be not self-sus- 
taining, then, the more of this business which the 


| English do, the more they will lose by it, and 


the less temptation and inducement there is for us 
to enter into it. 

But I have been reproached with using a sec- 
tional argument in relation to this matter. I said 
that the same sectional argument which applied 
against the protective system applied against this, 
if we were to give New York these lines of steam 
communication, and refuse them to other cities. 
[ say so again. Suppose we should pass a law 
that we would pay out of the Treasury of the 
United States the freight upon al! goods carried 


| into New York from abroad; would not that be a 


bounty—a monopoly given to New York? And 
who would give the sectional vote, he who voted 
this special privilege to New’York, or he who 
voted to deal equally by all the sections of the Con- 
federacy, and all the cities of the Union? Sir, | 
am willing to do for New York all that | would do 
for any other city; but I am not willing to do 


tainly we should not run the risk of breaking | more. I do not believe she asks more than jus- 
down our post office establishment by sadiling || tice. She certainly ought not to ask it. A sec- 


on it an expense vastly greater than would be re- 
paid by postages. But we are not willing to do 
that. Why? Because we are afraid that Eng- 
land will build upa commercial marine in that 
way, and we want to build up a commercial ma- 
rine of our own; and in order to enable these par- 
ties to maintain themselves, and in the pursuit of | 
that object, we are about to resort to a system of || 


tional man, in such a case, would be—not he who 
opposed it, but he who favored it. Suppose it 
were proposed that you should build a line of rail- 
roads to connect with New York, and with no 
other city on the coast of the Union, who would 
be the sectional man, he who would vote for such 
a system, or he who would oppose it ? 

This is no supposed case that I am putting. 


It 
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so happened that during this winter some of the 
iron-masters of Pennsylvania were here-—gentle- 
men who represented the great iron interests of 
the country, and who believed it was not suffi- 
ciently protected. They were stating their case 
to me, and estimating the various elements which 
entered inio the cost of home-made and foreign 
iron. I said to them, upon looking over the list, 
did you make sufiicient allowance for freights wpon 
the foreign iron ? “Yes, (said they,) and toe great 
an allowance; for these steamers often bring iron 
almost as ballast. They sometimes bring iron for 
little or no freight. They are doing this business 
to an extent which becomes annoying to us 
Now, I wish to know, if we go into this system of 
bounties by which weare to pay the owners of these 
steamers for their losses, and enable them to carry 
freight and passengers upon their own termes, 
if they will not bring goods into New York for a 
less price than they can be carried, at the same 
speed, anywhere else. Will Philadelphia have an 
equal chance—wil! Baltimore have an equal chance 
in the great business of importation? Why, sup- 
pose this Government were to pass a law saying 
they would pay out of the Treasury the freight 
upon all eel brought to New \ ork, would the v 
not all go there? Or suppose they should pass a 
law, not going to that extent, but still a ereat way, 
saying we will not pay the whole, but we will 


‘* 


a 
pay the half, would we not be giving a preponder- 
ant advantage to New York? Would we not be 
placing her in such a position that no other city 
could rival or enter into competition with her for 
the foreign trade? 


W hat is it that we propose to 
do? 


Why, sir, twice a week two of these im- 
mense steamers leave the port of New York load- 
ed with freights to be carried, partly at the Gov- 
ernment expense, and twice a week they enter it. 
An American and an ey elish steamer Kept up by 
a system of government bounties—kept up by 
rovernment assistance—so that they may actval- 
ly carry freights cheaper than vessels that move 
by sails, or steam-vessels that would be started by 
rivate enterprise. They would thus make one 
eee and four tripsa year. Does any one sup- 
pose this would not havea serious efleet, not oniv 
as between the different cities, but as between dif 
ferent interests in the community? 
affect the vessels that move by sails? Nay, will it 
not prevent our creating a steam marine of the 
kind which might be self-supporting and self-sus- 
taining ? 

I see it stated that there is a scheme already 
to get up steam-propeller merchant ships, using 
the screw as an auxiliary to run between Liver- 
001 and New York. But how can they run? 
low can they be sustained, when the ‘United 
States Government and the English Government 
interfere, to enable their paddle-wheel steamers, 
which are fleeter, to carry in less time the same 
commodities atthe same rates? If vou want to 
get up a steam navy, get up a steam marine; and 
if you want to get up a steam marine, leave it 
where you leave your other commercial marine. 
Leave it where you leave the ships that move by 
sails, 


Llow will it 


Leave it to a free competition, I have no 
doubt, that if you were to dothat, a steam marine 
would spring up upon self-supporting principles; 
such a one as every American heart might rejoice 
in and be proud of. But I see nothing to gratify 
national pride in such bungling legislation as this, 
which would keep up, at an immense expense, a 
kind of steamers alike unsuitable for naval and 
for commercial purposes, and having a tendency 
to keep down those which would suit the de- 
mands of trade,and be started by private enter- 
prise, if the Government did not interfere. 

Now, Mr. President, | acknowledge (and it wae 
a matter which escaped me when I was alluding 
to the sectional views of the matter) that New 
York has natural advantages which the Govern- 
ment should recognize, and which | would be the 
very last man to refuse her. I believe that such 
a line of commercial steamers could be sustained 
at N..w York by the profits on freight and passen- 
gers and postages alone; and 1 would give the 
postages to these steamers, not only there, but 
elsewhere. I believe that the effect of this system 
would be that, for some time to come, we should 
have steam lines from New York only. But that 
would be a temporary advantage to which she 
would be fairly entitled. It would result from her 
vosition, from her population, from her wealth. 

believe that every place and every city ought to 
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enjoy the advantages which fairly and naturally 
belong to her. 

[ am not, therefore, giving up the undisputed 
supremacy on the seas to Great Britain, I am not 
for destroying the chances of a steam marine. On 
the contrary, | am in favor of those principles, 
and of that system which would enable us, most 
surely and most certainly, to build up a commer- 
ial steam marine upon self-supporting principles. 
1 therefore protest against being held responsible 
for those conclusions from my arguments which 
the Senator from New York [Mr. Sewarp] chose 
to draw from them. Sir, | will not agree to be 
responsible for any man’s conclusions from my 
remises or from my arguments. 

le for my own, and I support my views of the 
case, not for the purpose of sweeping American 
ships from the ocean, but for the purpose of placing 
them more surely, more safely, and more certainly 
there. It is true, | do not believe in this protect- 
ive system. I never did. I see no more reason 
why we should protect a steam engine because it 
floats, than we should protect one which is sta- 
tionary in a factory. 

If t have succeeded in stripping this scheme of 
the pretenses that these ships are fit for war pur- 
yoses, ov that we would be justified in anything 
like such an expenditure for post-office purposes, 
I have shown that it is nothing more nor less than 
a naked proposition to maintain a steam line by a 
system of bounties. I know that the Senator from 
New York relied upon a letter from Commodore 
Perry, to prove that these ships might be converted 
into war steamers. If that letter is to be inter- 
preted as he interpreted it, then | discredit Com- 
modore Perry as a witness by his own testimony, 
which | have read; and I could have read still 
more. But | have no idea that Commodore Perry 
meant to say that, in the true technical sense of 
the term, these could ever be converted into war 
steamers. He meant that they could be used for 
temporary purposes; that they could be used to 
transport supplies and troops. I have no idea 
that he could have meant that they can be con- 
verted into real, effective war steamers, when he 
wrote the letter which has been read. I have no 
idea of it, because I presume that Commodore 
Perry has consistent opinions; and I find, upon 
sifting the testimony of naval men, of officers both 
in England and in this country, that when they 








talk of these commercial steamers being used for | 


war purposes, they mean only for temporary ser- 


vices; they mean for coast defense, for they all say |) é 
|| should be directed by the will and the intelligence 
| of the people, but that the course of individuals 


that you cou}d not send them abroad; that you 
could not send them far to sea, as their coals 
would soon be exhausted. The naval officers all 
say that you cannot trust them for war purposes, 
because they cannot carry, In proportion to their 
size, armament enough. You could only use 
them at home, and for purposes of mere coast de- 
fense. Now, submit that, situated as we are, 
we are under no necessity of establishing, by a 
system of steam monopolies and bounties, and at 
such an expense, a commercial marine for that 
purpose. We but embarrass them by the war 
feature, and we injure ourselves by attempting to 
substitute them for war steamers. 

But the Senator from New York was not con- 
tent with arraving living testimony against me. 
Like another Witch of Endor, he called the dead 
prophet to the stand. By some touch of his nec- 
romantic art, he transported us nearly a century 
back, and called up Edmund Burke to astonish 
the world once more with the wonderful range of 
his vision into the dark and distant future. But, 
sir, [| must admit, that upon that occasion he 
showed more courage than Saul, and more pres- 
ence of mind than the Witch of Endor; for while 
he had his prophet up, he made good use of him. 
I have examined that vision, and the best descrip- 
tion I can give of it is, that the Senator made him 
prophesy very nearly the whole of what is con- 
tained in one of our annual documents on ** Com- 
merce and Navigation.’’ But he did not give the 
whole of it. [ also have seen a version of that 
prophecy—of that vision. The modesty of the 
Senator from New York forbade him to give the 
whole of it. Lcan repeat it to you, sir; not like 
the Senator from New York, in the very words of 
Edmund Burke, but [ can give you the substance. 
It concluded somehow thus: 

** And on the 27th of April, there shall appear 
in the Senate of the United States a man from 
New York who shall prove to their satisfaction 


rr Cesare arias san 


I am responst- | 
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| that he can think as I would have thought, and 


that he speaks as | would have spoken; and he 


| will establish before the worid his title to the char- 
| acter of the American Edmund Burke.’’ 


Sur, 1 thought it but an act of justice to the Sen- 


ator lo give the suppressed passage; for | am sure 


; ment. 


it was only his modesty that prevented him from 
reading ut. {Laughter} 

‘There was one point, however, on which I 
would have been greatly gratified if we could 
have had a little further information from the one 
or the other Burke; and that is, | should have been 
delighted if either of them would have toid us 


| what the Collins line is to cost the Government 


of the United States before we are done with it. 
W hy, unless we get this information, | shall think 
the Senator from New York 1s but an ex post facto 
prophet aiter all, for the main, the material point, 
1s unanswered, 

The Senator from New York was kind enough 
to excuse me for my Opposition to this amend- 
tie says that my position on the Finance 


| Committee, and my habit of watching appropria- | 


tion bills have narrowed my mind. 


ludeeu, he 


| Says it has that etlect generally on persons placed 


| { Laugier. | i| 


| to that region where reigns a law higher than the 


on that committee. If thatis the case, it ought to 
be used as a sort of school of practice. I know of 
some two or three Senators here who might have 
need of it. I have afriend from North Carolina, 
who ought to be put forthwith at the head of that 
committee, if it would have any such effect. 


Weil, Mr. President, if 1 had ever been elevated | 


Coustituuon, higher than the objects for which it 
was formed, and higher than the principles on | 
which it is founded, 1 do not know but that | | 
might have enjoyed a horizon as extensive as that 


| over Which the delighted vision of the Senator 


from New York roamed with so much self-com- 
placency. Perhaps if | could see more, like him 


| | should want more. But as | do not look beyond 
| the pale of the Constitution for the field of my 


| for their objects. 


political exertions, 1 am content to look within 1t | 
In point of fact, however, we 
belong to different political schools. Different! 
Ay, sir, opposite schools. ‘There is a class of | 
politicians, | know, who believe that individuals 
are incapable of attending to their interests; who | 


| believe that industrial systems have no capacity | 


of self-development; but that it is the duty ot Gov- 
ernment to inform the one and direct the other; who 
believe, not that the course of the Gevernment 


should be directed by the Government; who are 
restless unless they are doing something, and who 
think they are doing nothing unless they arrest 
the course of nature, and disturb the natural flow 


| of events; men who have long since come to the 


conclusion at which Washington Irving said the 
good people of Connecticut once arrived, who, ac- 
cording to him, determined to abide by the laws 
of God unul they could make better for them- 
selves. 
Sir, | belong to a very different, and to an op- 
posite school. If that Government is best which 
is self-developed by the genius of the people, out | 
of the workings of their own peculiar interests, 
I believe that, of human characters, those are 
strongest which are self-inspired; whose steel | 
is tempered in the internal fires of that forge 


whose secret beatings are known only to Him 


/a free and universal competition. 
| L ‘believe that if society would make a progress || 


who owns it, and to Him who madeit. I believe 
that the industrial systems rest upon a broader, 
firmer, and a more secure basis, when they are 
developed by the suggestions of individual inter- 
est, and directed under the conservative checks of 
1 go further. 


which shall be at once rapid and safe, it must throw 
open all the prizes of life, whether of profit or of 
honor, whether of fortune or of fame, free to a gen- 
eral and universal competition; and that the ge- 
nius of our people, and the character of our institu- 


tions, especially require, in awarding these prizes, | 


that ** detur digniori’’ should be our motto. Let | 
the best and worthiest take them. I know that 
this makes sharp work and imparts a sterner cast 
to the conflicts of life; but 1 know of no other 
mode by which the advancing column of society 
will be led by those who are fittest to lead it. Sir, 


I know that under such a guidance, and under the | 
| impulses which sometimes prevail, it will occa- | 


OBE. 


ne 


| 
| 
| 
j 
| 








| how the British Government act. 
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sionally strike off at a fearful pace; that the timid 
will shrink, and that the fearful will faint under 
the heat of the march. But these are the accidents 
and the chances of life. In the words of divine 
command, ‘* Let the dead bury their dead.” The 
word is forward and onward, the mighty column 
marches far away into the future, behind whose 
inscrutable shadows lie concealed the secrets of 
human destiny. 

Sir, I believe that the administration of our 
Government must be based upon some principle 
as wide and as just as this, or that our experiment 
will be a failure. I believe that if we undertake 
to protect, to foster, and sustain every interest, this 
Government will become one vast jobbing concern; 
that a will beset our legislation unti! eor- 
ruption becomes the order of the day; and that the 
centralization of power will go on here, until 
nothing shall be lett to the States, and but little to 
the people. I believe that in a country so large 
as ours, with interests so vast, society must work 
much ofits own machinery ; and that then, what will 
be necessarily left for us todo, will be full as much 
as a free representative Government can possibly 
manage. If we go further, and insist upon taking 
more subjects under our charge, in such a country 
as this, to accomplish it we shall require a higher 
degree of centralization, and a more refined and 
despotic system of organization. 

| know that these views may seem narrow and 
poor to those who believe that it is the duty of 
Government to attend to everything, to sustain 
and support every interest; and who believe that 
they are doing good when they attempt it. But I 


| would appeal to them, to the most considerate and 


experienced amongst them, when they come to 
make a calm retrospect, to say whether they do 


| not find that, in nine cases out of ten, when they 


interfered for such purposes, they have failed in 
their expectations, in their generous aspirations, 
if you will, after the good of their race. 

They may call it a protection of industry, an 
encouragement of enterprise; they do indeed be- 
come the artificers of the fortunes of a few; but at 
what an expense to the many, whose just claims 
are forgotten or overlooked! They satisfy the 
demands of importunate capitalists who clamor 
around the Treasury door; but it is done at the 
expense of the silent millions who toil for their 
daily bread, too little heedful of the measure in 
which they are taxed or the manner in which the 
money thus raised is afterwards distributed. 

Mr. RUSK. Mr. President, I do not intend to 
trespass on the time of the Senate. Ifa stranger 
had happened to be in the gallery, one who had 
not heard what the question was, he would be very 
much astonished to find, after all the admonition 
that we have had against monopoly and against 
drawing money out of the Treasury, that we have 
a company now performing a certain number of 
mail trips between Liverpool and New York for 
which we pay $385,000 a year, and that the prop- 
osition now before the Senate was jointly to re- 
quire them to perform an increased service for 
which, upon the recommendation of the Postmaster 
General, we propose to give them $858,000 a year 
instead of $385,000 for the service they now per- 
form. 

Mr. HUNTER. The amendment requires the 
performance of twenty-six instead of twenty trips 
a year, and the addititonal six trips do not double 
the service. 

Mr. RUSK. It largely increases the service; 
and I see by the statement before me, furnished on 
the 15th December last, that they had then only 
performed twenty-eight trips or voyages in nearly 
two years. 

But | simply rose for the purpose of showing 
The Senator 
from Virginia has shown to the Senate how some 
of these officers talk. It is unnecessary for me to 
account for or answer the prejudices which may 
have found expression from certain officers of the 
British Government or Navy. I propose to read a 
paragraph to show how that Government acts: 

** The departure of the expedition from Bombay to Ran- 
goon, with 6,000 troops, for the prosecution of the Burmese 
war, furnishes additional evidence, if any were wanting, 
of the value of a commercial steain marine for the purposes 
of naval warfare. The squadron, consisting of five first- 
class steamers, is intended to force the passage of a river 
defended by formidable and extensive fortifications, and of 
course it was necessary that it should be heavily armed, 
and capable of great endurance. But one of the ships em- 


ployed was a steam. frigate, belonging to the Royal Navy; 
the other four were the East :ndia Company’s steamers, 
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appertaining toa mail line like ourown Atlantic and Pacific H 3. Resolution in favor of an appropriation by | were severally read a first and second time by 
eas and constructed upon similar principles for a similar || the General Government for the erecuon of a their utles, referred to a Committee of the Whole 
? . , a © Pe : - - 
purpose. Orders arrived at Bombay, on the 20th of Febru lught-house on Minot’s Ledge, near the entrance to House, made the order of the day tor to-morrow, 


; ‘ . » “e steamers. This was ’ ; 
ary, to ee aoe ieee anata maneneaih the inspection |, Buston harbor. Reterred to the Committee on || and ordered to be printed, viz: 
accomplished, anc } ° 


of the Governor General in three days. On the 24th they Commerce. b ae A bill for the relief of James Giynn; 
set sail. One of them, the Feroze, is particularly men- , 4. Resolution in favor of Congress appropria- | A bill for the relief of Captain Lewis E. Sim- 
tioned. She was a vessel of 1,500 tons yee we en aa ting a poruion of the public lands to establish a | monds; and 
taken directly we aye yee hm rep te ae in | National Normal dgricudiural College, which shall be A bill for the relief of Harlow Spaulding. 
pay ay wh days. Another of the same size was in || to the rural sciences what West Pot Academy is Mr GORMAN. I wish the unanimous consent 
dock, aud was got in readiness with equal celerity; and all | (o the military, for the purpose of educating teach- || of the House to take up a resolution from the 
of them were ee. a ae NS isdiien on ers and prolessors for service in all the States of |) Senate. 
een ee aad "on resin counae of being fitted | the Republic. Referred to the Committee on Pub- The SPEAKER. If the gentleman will allow 
a the purposes required as any in the navy-yards of Great lic Lands. ht the Chair, he would state that the House is now 
Britain. The only difference between the East oe Mr. ‘TUCK. I rise to a point of order. I | receiving reports from the gentleman from Maine 
steamers and eae ay tesserae submit that the first business in order 1s to vote {[Mr. Goopenow]} by unanimous consent. 
8 _——s +8 F upon the motion to refer to the Committee of the Mr. FREEMAN. I ask if the gentleman is 
Mr. HUNTER. Can the gentleman inform || W hole on the state of the Umon, the French spo- making re ports from a committee? 
: ‘ ‘ther those steamers are screw or side- | lation bill—that bill having been taken trom the rhe SPEA KER. He is 
a ‘ aaa || Speaker’s tavile, and that mouon being now pend- Mr. FREEMAN. Then I think the Committee 
wor. RUSK. They are side-wheel steamers. }ing. sat a oe , on Public Lands have the floor. 
Mr. HUNTER. My impression was that they he SPEAKER. he consideration of the re- Mr. GORMAN. There isa joint resolution on 


. \ ‘ - o . 2 —_ sal le fro . b ——- » 

were screw steamers. port of the Vomanitics Qn L rinuag was postponed the Speaker s ta ie, from the Senate, author ne 
Mr. RUSK. If the Senator had pushed his in- until this morning, and is, 1 the opinion of the || the Secretary of War to give, to a military com- 
Mr. RUSK. : t ‘ : 3 


eatioations as to the relative advantages of the | Chair, the first business in order this morning. pany in this city, some arms and equipments. 
bere. ae “ screw steamers. he would. | think, |} Mr. PUCK. 1 would inquire of the Chair || They are exceedingly anxious to have them. 
side-wheel a es Eneish Clatiatdiieain are ane || whether the French spoliavon bill will come next The SPEAKER. The Chair begs again to say 
have found , ST ae oad 8 into sbanmenel A || in order after the report of the Committee on || to the gentleman from Indiana |Mr. Goam AN} that 
as ot ‘lt for oie nae ae ies in Printing shall have been disposed ot? the House agre ed, bY UNANIMOUS consent sth itthe 
peared aidan ae iliin eaes it can. I The SPEAKER. ‘The Chau will decide that |) gentleman from Maine (Mr. Goovenow] should 
cniiitands at very little cost and expense, be con- question when it comes up. make certain reports from the Cor mittee on Naval 
verted into a screw propeller. That is what the Mr. HOUSTON, 1 wish to bring to the at- || Affairs, and the House is in the act of receiving 
Senator will find at the bottom of the cry in Eng- || eeton of the Chair, and the House, the pomt |) those reports. 2 ; 
land about the advantages of screw steamers. which I now submit. | understand the decision Mr. GOODENOW,, (resuming,) fr m the same 
When the experiment comes to be made, I think | of the Chair to have been that the report of the committee, m ride adverse reports upon the petitions 
it has been found that about six miles an hour is Committee on t rinting was nota privileged ques- in the two following cases: which reports were 
the average speed that can be made by screw-pro- || HOH alter it was made to the House. Now, if it || ordered to lie upon the t ible: ; 
vellers. : be nota privileged question, so as to enable it to In the case of Charles 0 cott, asking for com- 
Mr. JAMES. Mr. President, I have some re- ride over other business legitimately vefore the || pensation for a violation, by the United States, of 
marks that I would like to make on the subject House, it seems to me that it does hot take pre- |) his patent-right. ares 
now before the Senate; but at this hour I would cedence of the special order which has been and In the case of James W ow ilkins, praying to 
prefer not to go on until to-morrow. is sull under considerauon in the Committee of || be allowed the salary of purser, for the time he 
Several Senators. Move an Executive session. | the Ww hole or. the state of the Union. || performed the duties of that office, during the late 
Mr. JAMES. I move to postpone the further Phe SPEAKER, It is certaunly in order to |; war with Mexico. i he ie : 
consideration of the subject until to-morrow. || move to go into the Committee of the Whole on | On motion by Mr. GOODENOW, it was 
The motion was agreed to. the state of the Union, and then the homestead bill | Ordered, That the Committee on Naval Affairs be dis 
EXECUTIVE BUSINESS. || comes up as a special order. But that bill is not | charged from the further consideration of the petition of 
Ont ; f Mr. JAMES. the Senat _|ja special order in the House, and therefore cannot Samuel Graves, and that it be referred to the Commitiee on 
n the motion of Mr. JAMES; enate pro- || affect the business in the House. Invalid Pensions. 


ceeded to the consideration of Executive business, | 
and after some time spent therein, the doors were 
reopened, and the Senate adjourned. 


Mr. HOUSTON. This bill was made a special || Mr. HASCALL. Iask the unanimous consent 
order in the committee by the House, and the || of the House to withdraw from the files ef the 
|} House has a knowledge, therefore, of the exist- || House, the papers of Alanson Pool, presented on 
ence of the special order in committee. | hope || his application for bounty lands for services in the 
the gentleman from ‘Tennessee |Mr. Jounson} || war of 1812, that they may be returned to the 
will make a motion to go into the Committee of the || petitioner. ’ 2 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 








Wepnespay, May "9 1852. Whole on the state of the Union, so that we can |} Mr. LETCHER. I object. 
The House met at twelve o’clock, m. Prayer | take up the homestead bill and dispose of it. | Mr. BAYLY, of Virginia. I call for the reg- 


The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. tainly no objection to going into committee, _ Mr. HOUSTON. I move that the rules of the 
The SPEAKER. The first business in order is || he SPEAKER. ‘Ihe gentleman trom New || House be suspended, and that the House resolve 


™ ’ -~ ye | 

by the Rev. C. M. Burver. | Mr. JOHNSON, of ‘Tennessee. I have cer- || ylar order of business. 
| 
j 

the consideration of the report of the Committee 1 Hampshire | Mr. Tuck] is on the floor on a ques- itself into the Committee of the W hole on the state 


on Printing. ‘| tion of order. The Chair decides that the first || of the Union upon the special order. 

Mr. SEYMOUR, of New York, obtained the | business in order is the report of the Committee | Mr. GORMAN. Will my friend from Ala- 
unanimous consent of the House, and presented | on Printing. , ||} bama [Mr. Houston] withdraw that motion, in 
resolutions of the Legislature of the State of New Mr. TUCK. I desire again to inquire of the || order to let me make a motion to take up the res- 


York, instructing the Senators and requesting the || Chair what will come up next after this report 1s || olution from the Senate, authorizing the Secretary 
Representatives from that State to urge upon Con- || disposed of? p || of War to hand over arms and equipments to a 
gress the propriety of making grants of land, upon The SPEAKER. The Chair will determine || military company of this city? They are exceed- 
some equal and just principle of appropriation, to || the question when the House approaches that sub- | ingly anxious to have them, and it will not take 
all the States, for the purpose of education, and , ject. According to the pracuce of the House || the House three minutes to dispose of the resolu- 
for other useful public purposes, having due regard || heretofore, the French spoliauon biil, which 1s || tion. 

to the grants already made, and the population of || confined to that class of business on the Speaker’s Mr. HOUSTON. That resolution will be 
the respective States; which were laid upon the || table, will be the first business in order when the | reached in a few days in its regular order, and I 


table and ordered to be printed. || House recurs to the business on the Speaker’s | hope the House will now go into Committee of 
Mr. STRATTON, by unanimous consent, in- |, table. i} the Whole. 

troduced a bill, of which previous notice had been Mr. TUCK. [I make the inquiry because it ||} The SPEAKER. Debate is out of order. 

given, for the relief of John L. Cooper; which || will be convenient for us to know when that bill | Mr. STANLY. If it is in order, I want to 

was read a first and second time by its title, and || isto come up. || know what will be the business in order, if this 

referred to the Committee on Claims. The SPEAKER. The Chair is at present of || motion is voted down? 


Mr. FOWLER, by unanimous consent, pre- the opinion, that as a part of the business on the | The SPEAKER. Then the business will be 
sented the following resolutions of the Legislature |, Speaker’s table, this bill can only come up when || the consideration of the report of the Committee 
of the State of Massachusetts; which were sever- || the House is considering the business on the || on Printing, which was postponed until this day. 
ally disposed of as indicated below: Speaker’s table. He is, however, disposed to | Mr. BAYLY. Was that postponed to this 

1. Resolution in favor of an appropriation by | consider the matter further, and will decide when || day? 
the General Government to construct a ship-canal, | it comes up. The SPEAKER. It was. 


three fourths of a mile in length, around the Falls Mr. GOODENOW. [asktheunanimouscon- || Mr. PAYLY. Will not the unfinished busi- 
of Sault Ste. Marie, in the State of Michigan. | sent of the House to report three or four bills || ness of yesterday and of Monday have prece- 
Referred to the Committee on Public Lands. | from the Committee on Naval Affairs for the pur- || dence ? 

2. Resolution in favor of full and adequate in- | pose of having them referred. 1 expect to leave | The SPEAKER. — It will certainly have prece- 


demnities to American citizens, who had just | the city to-morrow morning, and for that reason | dence when the House proceeds to the consider- 


claims upon the Government of France for spoli- | 1 hope there will be no objection. ation of the business upon the Speaker’s table. 


| 
ations upon their commerce prior to the 30th of [Cries of ** Agreed!”’ ‘* Agreed !’’] || Mr. BAYLY. Did not the motion to refer the 
September, 1800, and for which that Government No objection being made— || spoliation bill keep that bill off the Speaker’s table? 
admitted its liabilities. Referred tothe Commit-!| Mr. GOODENOW, from the Committee on || TheSPEAKER. The Chair will decide that 
tee on Foreign Affairs. || Naval Affairs, reported the following bills; which |! question when it arises. But the Chair is inclined 
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to the opinion that the universal practice of this 





House has been to confine such business to the | 


Speaker’s table, from which it was taken. 


The 


Chair has always doubted the correctness of the | 


yractice; but so it has been. 

Mr. BAYLY. I dislike to make a point upon 
the Speaker, but—— 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman cannot make 
a point upon the Speaker at this time, because the 


question upon which he would make it is not now | 


before the House. 


1] 


The House was then divided on the question to 


suspend the rules, and that the House resolve 
itself into the Committee’of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union, and there were—ayes 68, 
noes 69. 

Mr. HOUSTON. Lask for the yeas and nays 
upon the motion to suspend the rules. 

The yeas and nays were not ordered. 

Mr. CARTTER. I ask for tellers. 


Tellers were ordered, and Messrs. CHANDLER, | 


and Brown of Mississippi, appointed; and the 
question being taken, the tellers reported—ayes 
63, noes 77. 

So the House refused to suspend the rules. 

Mr. BAYLY. 
business. 
PATENT OFFICE REPORT—THE PRINTING. 

The SPEAKER. The regular order of busi- 
ness is the consideration of the report of the Com- 
mittee on Printing; which will be read by the 
Clerk. 

The report was accordingly read, as follows: 


Resolved, That there be printed for the use of the House | 


of Representatives, fifty thousand copies of the mechanical 
part of the Patent Office Report, and three thousand addi- 
tional cupies for the use of the Commissioner of Patents. 


The SPEAKER. The Chair understands the 


1 cali for the regular order of | 





voint of order raised by the gentleman from New | 
eanelied {Mr. Hisparp,|] when this subject | 
was last up, to be this: that inasmuch as no mo- | 


tion was made to refer this resolution to a com- 
mittee, it would necessarily go upon the Speaker’s 
table. In reply to that, the Chair said that the 
report was in order when it was introduced into 
this House by the Committee on Printing, it al- 


ways being in order for that committee to report. | 
Instead of disposing of it in any form, the con- | 
sideration of it was, by motion, or by unanimous | 


consent, postponed until to-day; and to-day, in 


before the House precisely as it did when it was 


presented by the committee, and decides that this | 


resolution is in order. 

Mr. TUCK. I move to proceed to the business 
upon the Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Is such a motion in order? 

The SPEAKER. Itis notinorder. The gen- 
tleman will recollect the rule, that when one hour 
has been consumed in reports from committees, 
it is in order to go to the business upon the 
Speaker’s table. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then the pending ques- 
tion is the report of the Committee on Printing? 

The SPEAKER. It is. 

Mr. CLINGMAN, The House, the other day, 


refused to sustain the previous question when it 


was moved, and the whole matter is now before | 


the House. Lam not disposed to occupy the time 
of the House in discussing this question. I regret 
that the gentleman from Indiana, [Mr. Fireu,} 
who had a motion to propose in reference to this 
matter, is not in his seat. | know what his pur- 


pose was; and, with a view of ascertaining the | 


sense of the House without taking up any time in 
discussing it, | move to recommit this report to 
the Committee on Printing, with instructions that 
they report to the House what arrangements they 
have made forthe execution of the public printing. 
i make that motion in order that, if the previous 
question shall be moved by the gentleman from 
Indiana, [Mr. Gornman,] and the House should 
sustain it, we may get a vote upon that. 

Mr. STUART. J rise to a question of order. 
I submit that itis notin order for this House to 
riveany instruction to the Committee on Printing. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman will remem- 
ber that the Chair decided the other day, that that 
was a question rather for the House, than for the 
Chair to determine. As to the effect of instruct- 
ing a joint committee, it must be for the House, 
and notfor the Chair to decide. 

Mr. STUART. The Speaker will recollect that 





when I raised the question of order the other day, '| I take it both are in order—the Ho 


the Chair decided that it was not in order to in- 
struct the committee, inasmuch as it was a joint com- 
mittee. lam aware of the decision, to which the 
Speaker refers, made at a former period, but I 
made the point subsequently, at which time the | 
Speaker decided as | have said. 

The SPEAKER. In the hurry of business, the 
Chair may have made such a decision. The 
Chair now decides that it is for the House to deter- 
mine what the effect will be of any attempt to in- | 
struct the Committee on Printing. It is aquestion | 
rather of power, than of order arising under our 
rules. ‘The matter being germane and connected | 
with the subject under discussion, the Chair thinks 
that is the proper decision. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 1 will barely say, then, 
that [ was in hopes that before | occupied the floor, 
to see, in his seat, the gentleman from Indiana 
over the way, (Mr. Fircu] who | know desires to 
make a proposition. I desire that the question 


| may be placed in such a position that we may get 


| contractor cannot execute, to the lowest responsi- 





the sense of the House upon it. | move, there- 
fore, to recommit this report to the Committee on 
Printing, with instructions to report to the House 
what they have heretofore done, what steps they 
have taken to secure the execution of the public 
printing; and with the further instruction to the 
committee to let out such printing as the present 


ble bidder upon ten days’ notice. 
Mr. STUART. 1 wish to submita question of 


order upon that proposition, if it is submitted in 


writing? 

TheSPEAKER. The Chair requires the prop- 
osition to be submitted in writing. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Has the gentleman from 
North Carolina [Mr. Cimneman] a right to the 
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|| brought to a vote upon one. I am satisfied, how. 
| ever, that we havea right to instruct this com. 


| mittee, or only upon a part of the committee—that 


| feels very confident, however, that he can satisfy 


| to hear any suggestion from the Chair. 


| appeal to the gentleman from North Carolina to 
| yield me the floor, to make a suggestion which I 


floor? 1) 


The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina is in the act of preparing a proposition 
connected with the subject of printing. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Will it now be in order to 
submit a motion to the House? 

The SPEAKER. If the gentleman trom North 
Carolina will yield the floor for that purpose, it is 
in order. 
lina relinquish the floor? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. 


I do not desire to occupy 
the floor. 


I want to put my amendment in writ- 


|| ing, and I will give way to the gentleman from 
the opinion of the Chair, this resolution stands | 


Virginia. 

The SPEAKER. The gentleman from Michi- 
gan was recognized, who also postponed his re- 
marks, as he stated himself, until the gentleman 


| from North Carolina had offered his proposition. 


| 
| 
| 


| 
| 
i 


Mr. CLINGMAN. I will yield to the gentle- 
man, or anybody else. I merely want to get my 
proposition before the House. 

Mr. McMULLIN. Allow me to appeal to the 
gentleman from Michigan, [Mr. Srvarrt.] Iwas 
desirous, in order to have this matter fully and 
fairly understood, to let the gentleman from Indi- 
ana, [Mr. Fircu,] who is not now in his seat, 
submit his proposition. My purpose is, to move 
that the rules be suspended, and that the House 
go into Committee of the Whole upon the special 
order. Will the gentleman yield for that pur- 
yoser 

Mr. STUART. I do not desire to occupy the 
floor until the gentleman from North Carolina | 
submits his proposition. Then 1 intend to raise 
a question of order upon that proposition; and, if | 


the whole subject is to go over, Ll, of course, will || subject-matter recommitted. This 1s a proposition 


yield the floor. Whenever that subject comes up 
in order, | wish to state to the Chair, for his de- 
cision, the point of order I shall make upon it. 
Mr. McMULLIN. ‘Then I appeal to the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina, who seems to desire 
that the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. Firecn] 
should be in his place, to yield the floor to me for 
the purpose of moving that the rules be suspended, 
and that the House go into the Committee of the 
Whole upon the special order. Witl the gentle- 
man yield to me for that purpose? 
Mr. CLINGMAN. cannot relinquish the 
floor until | get my amendment before the House. 
The SPEAKER. The gentleman from North 
Carolina declines to give his assent, although he 
has no power to do so, as the gentleman from 
Michigan has the floor. 
Mr. CLINGMAN. I will submit my propo- 
sition, So as to present both questions separately, 
so that, if either should be ruled out of order—and | 


| the report of the committee. 


| olution was handed to me by a friend. 


Does the gentleman from North Caro- || 


|| order between the gentleman and myself. 
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use will stil] be 


mittee, justas we may instruct the Library, or any 
other joint committee. It will bea question whether 
that instruction is binding upon the whole com. 


part appointed by the House. I have no doubt 
that the Chair is right in deciding that it is a ques- 
tion for the House to determine, and not a ques- 
tion of order, to be determined by the Chair, 

The SPEAKER. The proposition will be read 
by the Clerk: 

Resolved, That the House Committee on Printing be, and 
are hereby, instructed to report to this House what, if any 
arrangement has been made to have the public printing ex- 
ecuted ; and if any other than the public printer bas been 
employed, to report what prices they have agreed to pay - 
and that the said committee be instructed to let out such 
printing as the present contractor cannot execute, to the low- 
est responsible bidder, after ten days’ notice. 

The SPEAKER. In the particular form in 
which the gentleman presents this resolution, the 
Chair determines it out of order. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then, sir, 1 appeal from 
that decision. 

The SPEAKER. Fro this decision the gen- 
tleman from North Carolina appeals. The Chair 


the gentleman, if he will hear a suggestion from 
the Chair. oon 
Mr. CLINGMAN. | I will yield with pleasure, 


Mr. BROWN, of Mississippi. 


[ was about to 


think it right to submit, 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [I shall be pleased to hear 
any suggestion upon this point of order. 

The SPEAK ER. This is an independent res- 
olution, having upon its face no connection with 


Mr. CLINGMAN. The first part of the res- 
The SPEAKER. 


commit. 

Mr. CLINGMAN. Then, sir, I must insert 
the words. I commenced writing, when a friend 
handed me those, which be thought would answer 
my purpose, and I addea other words to it, I 
desire the following words to be inserted: ‘* That 
this report be recommitted to the committee, with 
instructions.”’ 


TheSPEAKER. Then there is no question of 


It is not a motion to re- 


Mr. STUART. I rise to a question of order 
upon that proposition, which [ should like to state 
to the Chair, and have his decision distinctly. It 
is twofold in its character. In the first place, 
there is no such committee as that referred to in 
the proposition, (the House Committee on Print- 
ing.) ‘There is no such committee. 

The SPEAKER. The question of order is well 
taken to that extent. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to state the remainder 
of this proposition, but I do not want to disturb 
the House. 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentleman wait 
until the resolution is modified ? 

Mr. CLINGMAN. [ask that my proposition, 
as modified, may now be read. 

Mr. STUART. I wish to state that it is not 
competent to instruct the committee in regard to 
anything except that which was pertinent to the 





to print a given number of extra copies of a par- 
ticular report; and you cannot, in submitting such 
a proposition as that, submit instructions uncon- 
nected with it and reaching the question of printing 
generally. Your instructions can be no broader 
than the subject-matter recommitted, for the rea- 


| son that it is not germane to the main proposition. 


The instructions were again read by the Clerk, 


| as was also the original resolution reported by the 
| committee, (as inserted previously.) 





i 


TheSPEAKER. That resolution embraces the 
Patent Office Report as part of the public printing, 
and connects itself so intimately with the public 
printing that the Chair does not feel authorized to 
rule the instructions out of order upon that ground. 

Mr. CARTTER. 1 wish to suggest to my 
friend from Michigan that he seems to misappre- 
hend the tenor of these instructions. 

Mr.STUART. I desireto take an appeal from 
the decision of the Chair. 
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